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Charleston, West Virginia 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at the Airport 
With Remarks of Mrs. Johnson. September 3, 1966 


Tue PreswEeNT. Governor Smith, Senator Randolph, 
Senator Byrd, Congressman Slack, Members of the Con- 
gress who do me the great honor of coming with me today, 
Mr. Mayor, Mr. Secretary of State, ladies and gentlemen: 


Mrs. Johnson and I appreciate so very much your com- 
ing here and giving us this warm welcome in the great 
State of West Virginia. 

For many years in my public life I have been coming 
to West Virginia. And I never come here but what I am 
glad to be here. I never go away but what I am sorry 
to leave. 

You are a hospitable people; you are a friendly State; 
you are up and coming, and you are on the move. 

You have great leadership in your statehouse. ‘There 
is no delegation in Washington that commands more re- 
spect or more influence than the delegation that is headed 
by Senator Randolph, Congressman Slack, Senator Byrd, 
and the other members of your great West Virginia dele- 
gation in the Congress. 

When I came here 6 years ago, your State—entire 
regions of it—was in the grips of a depression that was 
unequaled to anything since 1930. There was unemploy- 
ment everywhere. There was hunger in a good many 
places. There was hopelessness. There was a great deal 
of despair. 

So we dedicated ourselves then to a new day of oppor- 
tunity for all the people of West Virginia. 

And working together with your State Government, 
your Federal Government, your local governments, a bluc- 
print of action was mapped. Together we built new roads. 
We have the Chairman of the Public Works Committee 
that is responsible for roads, Senator Randolph, here with 
us. He went on that committee because he knew this 
State needed roads. And it is getting roads. 
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We dredged your streams and built your dams—and we 
are going to dedicate one of the great ones today. To- 
gether we improved the schools and we developed new 
tourist facilities. 

We modernized our hospitals. We saw that our poor 
were fed. We tried to bring in new industry. 

Since 1960, unemployment in West Virginia has gone 
from 17 percent down to less than 7 percent. While un- 
employment was going down, our average weekly factory 
wage was going up, from $93 to now more than $114, 
Per capita income increased 27 percent. Your work force 
today is increasing for the first time in many years. 

In the past year your auto sales were up 10 percent. 
Your retail sales were up 9 percent. 

Now we know that there is still much to be done, but 
we know that we are no longer starting from the bottom. 
We are now starting from a great record of accomplish- 
ment. 

Much of that record was written by you in the State 
of West Virginia when you supported John F. Kennedy 
for the Presidency in 1960, and when you selected, with 
your leadership in the statehouse and the White House, a 
delegation from West Virginia that gets the job done. 

I am proud to come here today and attest to that. 

We will build you not promises, but we put it there in 
concrete and steel. You see things going forward in this 
State. You see things getting done. We are on the 
move. Weareonthe go. People are working. People 
are eating. They have high hopes. Their schools are 
being improved. Their hospitals are being improved. 

We are doing what a Democratic President, a Demo- 
cratic government, ought to do for a democratic people. 

There is much to be done in the days ahead, but with 
men and women and boys and girls like you wanting to 
see it done, ready to support us in doing it, we will get 
the job done. 

Thank you. 

Mrs. Jounson. Senator Randolph, friends: 

I just want to add my thanks to all of you for coming 
out to greet us this morning. 

I am always happy to come back to West Virginia, and 
I am sure not by myself. 
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I understand that this year you have had about 15 per- 
cent more people come to see your beautiful parks and 
forests than there were last year. It is a constantly grow- 
ing stream. I am proud of that and I know you are, too. 
[am glad to be one of them. 
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planning on the part of your people and on the part 
of your leaders. I am glad to be able to have a chance 
to applaud it. 

I always want to see more of this lovely State. 
you. 


Thank 


Such plans for recreation and pleasure in your State 


, me NoTE: The President spoke at 10:27 a.m. at the Charleston, W. Va., 
come from a farsighted vision and love of the land and 


Airport. 





SUMMERSVILLE, WEST VIRGINIA 


we 


ro The President’s Remarks at the Dedication of the Summersville Dam With 

ow Remarks of Mrs. Johnson. September 3, 1966 

- THe Preswent. Mayor Bryant, Governor Smith, Senator Randolph: 
Thank you for that generous introduction. 

me I came here for this dedication today at the invitation extended to me 

m- more than a year ago by Senator Randolph and Congressman Slack. 

ory Senator Randolph, I wish my mother and father might have been 

14, 


here to hear that introduction because my father would have enjoyed 
hearing what you said about me and my mother would have believed it. 

I always enjoy coming to the State of West Virginia, I am very 
grateful to Jennings Randolph, whom I consider one of the most valuable 


rce 


nt. 


te and effective men in the entire Congress, for seeing that I got here. 
a Senator Randolph is Chairman of the Committee on Public Works. 
ch. He secures authorizations for the great projects like this dam that you see 


here in your own State. But he is more than the spokesman for just the 


st great State of West Virginia. In this particular field, he is the leader of 
we the Nation. 

vith Your other outstanding Senator, West Virginia Senator Robert Byrd, 
ea is a member of the powerful Senate Appropriations Committee. He 


made sure that you had the money to pay for this project. And he makes 
sure that West Virginia gets her share of everything that comes through 


> in that committee. 

this Both men represent West Virginia and represent the Nation well. 
the And I am proud of their service, as I know you are. 

»ple Senator Randolph is a member of the Labor and Public Welfare 


Committee, the Post Office and Civil Service Committee, and the Small 


red. Business Committee. He came to Washington in the 73rd Congress. 
Ps And he has served with every succeeding Congress. I hope we will 
Pe benefit from his service for many Congresses to come. 
a . I am pleased to ride down here this morning with your great Third 
. pet District Congressman, John Slack. He understands your problems, and 
ys he understands the great potential of this section of West Virginia. He 
takes understandable pride in the Summersville Dam. He wants all 
America to know about this great step to develop your flood control, 
ring your water resources, and the recreation in this great State. 
I would like to introduce the other members of your State’s fine con- 
and gressional delegation who did me the honor of coming to this State with 


us today. 
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I am pleased to be on the platform with the very honorable chairman, 
Harley Staggers of Keyser. One of his notable accomplishments as 
Representative of the Second District has been the leadership that he has 
given this entire Nation in the traffic safety bill which will become law 
in the White House next week. 

Arch Moore, Jr., of Glen Dale, in the First District-——-came with us 
this morning—is a ranking Republican on the Select Small Business 
Committee. 

We are still trying to convert him to the Democratic Party. I will 
have to give you a report on that later. 

My old friend, Ken Hechler, has represented the Fourth District 
for 7 years. He is one of the most effective Members of Congress. He 
served in both the Roosevelt and Truman administration. 

James Kee, of the Fifth District, is one of the fabulous freshmen of 
the 89th Congress. He has done yeoman service on the problems of 
Appalachia. And we are awfully grateful that he is a member of the 
West Virginia delegation. 

We are also honored by the presence of your great Governor, my 
good friend, Hulett Smith, who addressed you a short time ago, and by 
the added presence of Governor Charles Terry of the State of Delaware. 

I want to thank Mayor Bryant, Secretary of State Bob Bailey, and 
others who welcomed me here. 

We came here today to consumate an act of faith in the future 
of the great State of West Virginia. 

This is one of the greatest satisfactions that can ever come to any 
President. 

Two and a half years ago I flew over the Ohio River Basin and I saw 
the destruction that was brought on by one of the worst floods in 20 
years. I felt anger and frustration that such tragedies could still occur 
in the most advanced and most powerful nation in all the world. I knew 
that we had both the ability and the resources to harness these wild forces 
of nature, and I was very anxious to get on with the task. 

So today we move one step closer toward this goal. The Summers- 
ville Dam completes a three reservoir system of the Kanawha River 
Basin. It is a key part of our flood control plans for the entire Ohio 
and Mississippi River Basins. 

It will prevent flood damages averaging nearly $3 million a year. 

In the dry seasons, water from Summersville Reservoir will be used 
to reduce pollution and to meet the ever-growing demands of the great 
industries of the great city of Charleston, where we had such a wonderful 
welcome a short time ago. 


The reservoir will also become West Virginia’s newest recreation 
center. It will attract millions of visitors. It will bring new prosperity 
to the region. And it will give life and truth to the statement that West 
Virginia is the great outstanding tourist attraction of this Nation. 

I think I know some little something about what a project like this 
will mean to you people. I grew up in a country where water was life 
itself. It was the most precious resource that we possessed, except for 
the very air that we breathed. 

During most of the year the land was parched and cracked; live oak 
and scrub cedar were about all it would support. And when the rains 
finally came, the rivers then flooded. The people were drowned. 
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Property was destroyed. And our topsoil was washed away into the Gulf 
of Mexico. 

Well, we changed all of that, beginning 30 years ago when I was a 
young Congressman, back in 1937. In time we built six great dams on 
the Colorado River in central Texas and we stopped the floods and we 
stopped the drownings. We brought electricity to all the farm homes. 
We created a vast recreation area for hundreds of thousands of families 
to visit each year. 

That story is not unique. It has happened in California. It has 
happened inIndia. Ithashappenedin Kentucky. And it has happened 
in Israel. It is the story of man’s ageless quest to make the waters of the 
earth serve him—to escape the despotism of flood and drought. 

In a sense, the whole story of man is revealed in his search for 
dependable water supplies. Where there has been too little, wars have 
been fought over what there was. Where there has been too much, 
great cities and flourishing agricultures have been engulfed and 
destroyed. Where there was enough—and where people could depend 
upon it and where the people could control it—civilization has blossomed 
and has endured. 

And it is no different today. 

Even in the advanced nations, competition for the use of water is 
growing—and the supply of usable water is diminishing. America, with 
all of its power and all of its great wealth, still suffers periodic drought. 
The Northeast has been gripped in such a drought for 5 straight years 
with no end in sight. 

But the situation is far worse in the developing nations of the world. 
I have seen many of its consequences firsthand. 

In those lands there is an urgent need for water that is simply clean 
and pure enough for a human to drink—for drinking—for cooking—for 
washing—for bathing. Nearly half a billion people who live in develop- 
ing nations obtain their water from unsanitary sources. 

Water for growing food—water for producing the elementary goods 
of life—these are the desperate needs in country after country, nation 
after nation. But food to meet their needs can be produced only by 
advanced methods of irrigation and the production of goods require 
increasing amounts of water that tax the resources already available. 
Consider this figure: It takes 70,000 gallons of water to produce a single 
ton of steel. 

If our water needs are great today, when 3 billion human beings 
inhabit the earth, imagine the situation at the end of this century—when 
that population will be more than 6 billion human beings. 

Our water needs by the year 2000 will not be met merely by 
doubling the water resources of today. They must be expanded several 
times over. 

So it should be clear by now that we are in a race with disaster. 
Either the world’s water needs will be met, or the inevitable result will 
be mass starvation in the world, mass epidemics in the world, mass 
poverty greater than anything you have ever known before. 

If we fail, I can assure you today that not even America’s unprece- 
dented military might will be able to preserve the peace for very long. 

So we must be prepared to take action—and we must take it quickly. 
We know that the battle canbe won. We believe that with what we know 
now—and with what we are just beginning to learn—we can find solu- 
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tions to problems which just a few years ago were considered insurmount- 
able. 

Working through the United Nations, we have joined with 100 other 
countries to further man’s knowledge of water and its relationship to 
environment. 

We have committed ourselves to a Water for Peace Program. A 
plan of action has now been developed and was presented to me just this 
week. 

First, we will sponsor an International Conference on Water for 
Peace in Washington next May 23 through May 31. 

I know West Virginia will take pride that she will provide a great 
deal of the leadership in your Congressional delegation, Senator 
Randolph, for that Conference. 

We hope to focus universal attention throughout the world on man- 
kind’s need for water and to stimulate practical cooperation among all the 
nations of the world to meet man’s need for water. 

Second, we will continue our efforts to find cheaper and better ways 
of converting sea water and brackish water that can be used for both 
irrigation and human consumption. 

We have a great many experiments in the mill now that will come 
up with, we hope, exciting and unbelievable results. 

This is one of our great hopes for the future, for while our population 
continues to increase, the amount of water presently available remains the 
same as it was 5,000 years ago. 

The administration just asked Congress’ approval to share in con- 
structing the world’s largest nuclear fueled desalting and electric power 
plant in the marvelous western area near Los Angeles. 

Ultimately that plant will produce 150 million gallons of fresh water 
daily—75 times the capacity of our largest desalting plant today. 

Our breakthroughs in this area—when they occur—will be shared 
by the rest of the world. 

Third, we must join with other nations in creating or strengthening 
regional centers for water resource development. 

Fourth, we must ¢evelop more trained water experts here in the 
United States—these exverts to provide services to countries that need 
leadership, need competence, and that are requesting our help. 

Fifth, we must seck ways to train such experts in other countries— 
so we can man the new regional water institutions. 

Sixth, we must encourage international development of whole river 
basins for flood control, for water conservation. This kind of develop- 
ment offers man unique opportunities for international cooperation and 
for the reduction of tensions between nations in the world. 

Seventh, we must encourage more effective cooperation with other 
nations and international organizations in resisting water pollution in all 
of its forms. We just cannot afford to continue befouling the water that 
we have labored at such cost to secure. 

The race for water will not be an easy one. It will require the best 
we have. It will require a spirit of cooperation among nations unknown 
in the history of man. 

That is why I am trying to get people to think of this most important 
subject before it is too late. 
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This race must be won, because there is no acceptable alternative. 
For unless it is won, all that we have been seeking to provide for the grow- 
ing nations—all the technical assistance and training—all the contribu- 
tions of modern science and technology—all the foodstuffs and 
fertilizers—all the industrial loans and educational development—all the 
security from external aggression—will be worn away by the arid winds 
of drought. 

A genuine peace cannot be founded in a desert. A genuine peace 
cannot be founded among crowded nations that are starved for this ele- 
mental—yes, this divine—gift. 

My old friend, the great historian, Walter Prescott Webb, of the Uni- 
versity of Texas, once wrote: “In their efforts to provide a sufficiency of 
water where there was not one, men have resorted to every expedient 
from prayer to dynamite. The story of their efforts is, on the whole, one 
of pathos and tragedy, of a few successes and many failures.” 

Here today God has blessed you, and you are blessed, with one of the 
few successes. 

As we look out at this magnificent new dam and reservoir to our 
backs, I have renewed hope that still other resources—the power of sci- 
ence and the determination of man—will, along with a little prayer and 
a good deal of dynamite, empower us to quench the thirst of generations 
to come. 

You in West Virginia have shown that you not only have the prayer 
and the dynamite, you have the leadership of men in the Congress. You 
have the leadership of the great Corps of Engineers who participated. 
You have leadership in the State level with your great Governor—to build 
projects like this that millions in years to come will enjoy, and millions 
today will thank you for. 

With this hope Mrs. Johnson and I have come here today to this 
beautiful State of West Virginia where we have seen so many friendly 
faces in the last 6 years that we have come among you, to dedicate this 
important national project, this Summersville Dam, that will not only 
serve West Virginia, but will serve the entire people of the Nation who 
today have their eyes on a growing, on a coming, on a developing, on a 
proud people—the people of West Virginia. 

Mrs. Jounson. Friends: 

To be present at the dedication of this dam is, to me, a very thrilling 
and hoped for moment. 

As we flew across, we got the most impressive view of a magnificent 
dam. It is sort of a feeling that this is both the end and the beginning. 

It is the end of a lot of planning and dreaming and fruition of work. 

I think all the planners, the public servants and the engineers who 
helped bring it about are entitled to a “job well done.” 

It is also the beginning of a pleasant recreation area, for good 
family Sunday trips; with lots of visitors coming from everywhere in the 
United States. 

I am happy to be here to see the beginning of it. I hope that for 
many years all Americans will enjoy this beautiful part of the country, 
as I have had the chance to do several times. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:22 a.m. at Summersville, W. Va. 
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Dallastown, Pennsylvania 


The President’s Remarks at Ceremonies Marking the 
100th Anniversary of Dallastown. September 3, 1966 


Mayor Orwig, Governor Scranton, my good friend Con- 
gressman Craley: 


I am very grateful to you, my friend, Neiman Craley, 
for inviting me here to Dallastown for your 100th 
Anniversary. 

Congressman Craley’s district—York, Cumberland, 
and Adams Counties—has seen a lot of history, and as a 
Member of the 89th Congress, Congressman Craley and 
the other members of the distinguished Pennsylvania dele- 
gation who are here with me today have helped to write 
a lot of history. 

A very important part of our program effort to build 
the America of tomorrow is pollution control. A very 
able former Congressman from this district, Jim Quigley, 
is one of the key people in the Nation in this program. 

I have named him as the Commissioner of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Administration in the Depart- 
ment of the Interior. 

Joining Neiman Craley and me here today are several 
of his colleagues and my friends from the very fine Penn- 
sylvania delegation in the House of Representatives: 
Congressman George Rhodes, Congressman Frank Clark, 
Congressman John Kunkel, Congressman James Fulton. 

I am very pleased to be joined here today by a man who 
has the interest of Dallastown very much at heart as well 
as all the interests of America and all of the interests of 
Pennsylvania’s many cities and towns because we have 
always felt that he put his country before his party, Gov- 
ernor Bill Scranton and Mrs. Scranton. 

I would like to introduce to you two more very dis- 
tinguished Governors from our neighboring States in this 
great heartland of America, States whose fortunes have 
been intertwined with those of Pennsylvania since the 
beginning of this Nation. I refer to Governor Charles 
Terry, of Delaware, and Governor Richard Hughes, of 
New Jersey. 

We are also very pleased to have with us two distin- 
guished Congressmen from the great State of West Vir- 
ginia that we visited earlier in the day, Ken Hechler and 
John Slack. 


It is a great pleasure for me to see again today one of my 
friends of many years, one of your great native sons, your 
former Governor, George Leader. 


As Congressman Craley said to you, as a native of 
Texas I have come here today to acknowledge a debt. 
Your town was named in honor of a great citizen of 
Pennsylvania—President Polk’s Vice President, George 
Dallas. George Dallas wanted Texas in the Union. He 
made it an issue in the campaign of 1844, and that helped 
President Polk get elected. 

Incidentally, it also helped a later President who hap- 
pened to come from Texas. 
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But I have a second reason for wanting to visit you. 
They told me that Dallastown is one of the loveliest small 
towns in Pennsylvania. 

In the little town in Texas where I grew up, we used 
to say that in small towns the girls are fonder, and the 
dinner pails are fuller. I think a great many Americans 
seem to share that opinion. 

Mrs. Johnson and I cannot tell you how deeply we ap- 
preciate this warm welcome from our fellow Americans 
of this great State. We have been visiting in the State of 
Pennsylvania for many years in your larger cities, in your 
rural towns. We are always glad to come and accept 
your invitation, and we always hate to leave. We look 
forward to your hospitality, your friendship, and your 
beautiful countryside. 

Pennsylvanians have a lot to be proud of. You have 
been a leader throughout this Nation in the field of educa- 
tion. You have been a leader for many years and have 
produced some of the greatest leaders in America in the 
field of conservation. 

You have been a leader in preserving American heritage 
in this country. You have been a leader in protecting the 
beauty of our land. 

You have been a leader in defending our security on 
battlefields around the world. 

For many years you have given our Nation the strong 
men and women in positions of leadership. And some of 
those men are here with me on this platform today. 

Ever since we became a nation, Pennsylvanians have 
been leading and have been pushing us along the road to 
greater progress and to greater freedom. Many of the 
concepts of American democracy first saw the light of day 
right here in your own great State of Pennsylvania. So 
Americans owe a lot to Pennsylvania. 

Like every other State you have had problems, prob- 
lems that were brought on by changing society. Your 
cities have grown and your rural areas have declined. 
You have had urban blight and you have had rural un- 
development. But when you consider what cities like 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia have done to combat their 
urban problems, it shows us, again, that the American 
people can accomplish just about anything that they set 
out to do. 

Your leadership in Washington is up to date on Penn- 
sylvania needs in the 1960’s. Working with your able 
Governor, working with your progressive State govern- 
ment in Harrisburg, working with your city and county 
officials, working with your fine, able, strong delegation 
in the House of Representatives—your own Congressman 
Craley—we are going to continue to build Dallastown, 
to build Pennsylvania. 

As we meet here this afternoon, your sons and husbands 
are in southeast Asia helping to defend the peace and the 
freedom of not just Dallastown but free men everywhere 
in the world. 

Here at home we are uniting and we are joining to- 
gether to fight some crucial wars against the other enemies 
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of freedom in the world. We are trying to conquer the 
toughest enemies of all: ignorance and prejudice, bigotry, 
disease and poverty. 

We think we can win these wars. We are confident 
our country will never be satisfied until we have won 
them. 

So to see you here gives us great encouragement to work 
all the harder for programs that will magnify the great- 
ness of this land of ours. For when we worry about our 
problems, let’s remember the problems that peoples in 
other lands are facing. 

Someone said to me yesterday they were concerned 
about the problems of inflation. 

Yes, our prices have gone up 10 percent since 1960. 
And our earned income, our wages, has gone up only 18 
percent to pay that 10 percent with. And our profits are 
up only 83 percent. 

When we worry about our problems, let’s remember 
the problems that peoples in other lands at this hour are 
facing. 

I don’t know of a single nation in the world—and I 
don’t know of a single people in the world—that we are 
ready to change places with. Do you? 

We have the highest standard of living in the history 
of any people at any time in the history of all the world, 
and we are working to improve it even more. 

A few months ago, one of the polltakers went out across 
the country asking this question: 

“If you could live anywhere in the United States that 
you wanted to, would you prefer a city, a suburban area, 
a small town, or a farm?” 

Half of those polled said they preferred the small town 
or the farm. 

I didn’t get asked any questions in that poll, but you 
know where my vote would have been. 

What does this mean at a time when more and more 
Americans are moving to our big cities? 

It means that millions of Americans feel deprived of a 
fundamental human right: the right to live where they 
choose. 

History records a long, hard struggle to establish man’s 
right to go where he pleases and to live where he chooses. 
It took many centuries and many bloody revolutions to 
break the chains that bound him to a particular plot of 
land, or confined him within the walls of a particular 
community. 

We lose that freedom when our children are obliged to 
live someplace else, that is, if they want a job or if they 
want a decent education. 

Not just sentiment demands that we do more to help 
our farms and rural communities. 

I think the welfare of this Nation demands it. And 
strange as it may seem, I think the future of the cities 
of America demands it, too. 

One of the greatest tasks facing our generation is to 
rebuild the American city. That is why last year—more 
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than 100 years after Abraham Lincoln created the De- 
partment of Agriculture—we created the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

I am proud that those who live in cities achieved the 
recognition that was long due them. 

President John F. Kennedy started the fight to create a 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. I 
carried on that fight. And I am glad the Congress suc- 
cessfully passed our bill and it is now a fact. 

I am concerned about the 50 million Americans who 
still live in communities of less than 50,000. The cities 
will never solve their problems unless we solve the prob- 
lems of the towns and the smaller areas. 

So consider the problem of urban growth. If the pres- 
ent trend continues, by 1985 as many people will be 
crowded into our cities as occupy the entire Nation to- 
day—in 1960. That means people enough to make five 
more New Yorks, or that means people enough to make 25 
more Washingtons. 

Many will migrate to the cities against their will, if 
we continue to allow this to happen. 

But should we or must we allow this to happen? Must 
we export our youth to the cities faster than we export 
our crops and our livestock to the market? 

I believe that we can do something about this. 

I believe with your help we can change this trend of 
going from the rural town, and the small town, to the 
cities. 

To begin with, I think we can set a higher goal than 
parity for farm prices. We want to achieve full parity 
for all rural life in all places in this country. 

Today, a rural worker earns less for his day’s work 
than a city worker with similar skills. And that is one 
reason why you have a labor shortage here in your own 
county. 

Today, a high school or college graduate sees a bigger 
future for himself always in a major city. That is why 
too many of your sons and daughters move to Philadelphia 
or to Atlantic City or to New York. 

That same story is being repeated all over America. 

But I don’t think it has to happen. 

Modern industry and modern technology and modern 
transportation can bring jobs to the countryside rather 
than people to the cities. 

And modern government could also help. 

I want to see more factories located in rural regions. 

I want more workers able to supplement their incomes 
by part-time farming and more farmers working part-time 
in industry. 

I want those who love the land to reap all the benefits 
of modern living. 

And we are working to make this happen. 

More than half of all the families who have benefited 
from our public housing and urban renewal programs 
now live in communities of less than 50,000 people. 

Ninety-five out of every 100 urban planning grants 
go to communities under 50,000. 
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Four out of five of the communities receiving public 
housing grants now have populations under 25,000. 

Ninety-seven out of every 100 public facility loans to 
help build libraries and water systems have gone to com- 
munities with fewer than 25,000 people. 

I went to New England week before last to dedicate 
one of the first rural water systems under new legislation 
that we have just passed under the guidance of Senator 
George Aiken, the dean of the Republican Party in the 
Senate, and under Congressman Bob Poage, from my 
State. 

So we need these thriving, healthy, rural areas, and we 
need thriving, healthy cities. But does it really make 
sense, on this great continent which God has blessed, to 
have more than 70 percent of our people crammed onto 
1 percent of our land? 

We must rebuild our cities into better places to live, but 
we must clean out the slums, and we must end the crime, 
and we must clear the polluted air. We must give these 
children their parks and their playgrounds. But we must 
do much more than that. 

We must make better use of the 99 percent of this con- 
tinent which lies outside of the big cities of America. 

We must ask more from and we must give more to 
communities like your own. For you have resources 
that no man can manufacture. You have space, you 
have room to breathe, you have an extra dimension of 
time. 

In our great cities, men travel an hour to get to work. 
In towns like yours, they can get there in minutes. 

We have major programs to promote high-speed urban 
transportation. But the same $4 million which produces 
one mile of a thoroughfare in a city can create more than 
five miles of freeway in the countryside. 

By the year 2000—and that is only a third of a century 
away—there will be 130 million more Americans here on 
this earth than there are today. We grow ata rate of more 
than 6,000 new Americans every day. 

Each day, by our deeds, we shape the quality of life for 
these children and for their children’s children. 

Each day, by the example we set, we are helping to 
shape the lives of hundreds of millions of people through- 
out the world. 

For this migration away from farms and countrysides 
is universal—bringing heavy burdens to men and women 
in a hundred different lands. 

So if we can begin to stem the migration in our own 
land, we will make our mark on history. 

I believe that we have the brains and the will and 
the imagination to make our mark. 

I believe that more and more of our people will choose 
to live in towns like Dallastown. 

I know they would, if they could come here and see 
what I am looking at this afternoon. 

I hope by my deeds as your President I will help to bring 
this about and help to make this possible for them. Be- 
cause, indeed, I know in the end what I said in the be- 
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ginning, that this is where the girls are fonder and the 
dinner pails are fuller. 
Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at Dallastown, Pa. 


Labor Day, 1966 


Statement by the President. September 3, 1966 


Labor Day means more to more Americans in 1966 
than ever before. 

Working men and women have been the dynamic force 
behind the most continuous, widely shared economic 
advance ever known to any people, anywhere in history. 

From American shops, factories, mills, mines, and 
farms is flowing the greatest abundance of all time. 
American workers have produced it. 

All of us, in the private and public sectors, can find 
satisfaction in our accomplishments as employment, 
wages, and output reach new peaks. 

What was a dream in the early days of the New Deal— 
job security and social security, unemployment compen- 
sation, Medicare, good wages—are realities today. 


—A million and a half more Americans were working 
this summer than a year ago. 

—Unemployment, at 3.9 percent has dropped to the 
lowest summer rate since 1953. 

—Older Americans, once with little or no bulwark 
against the high cost of illness, have a new degree 
of protection. 

—Our bright young people, thousands of whom were 
once denied an education because of inadequate 
funds, have a new opportunity. 

—The unemployed and underemployed, the untrained 
and undertrained—more than a half a million of 
them in the past 4 years—have received help in 
learning new skills to equip them for available 
jobs. 





These are but a few of the accomplishments we can 
look upon with pride. But they are only the beginning. 
The truly Great Society—the one we will build—tre- 
quires that every American participate in the social and 
economic abundance which most enjoy. 

The Great Society is not a goal that soon will be 
reached so that we may then pause. It has no fixed 
point. It is not the job of a President alone. It is not 
the sole responsibility of Congress. It is the duty, and 
should be the special goal, of every citizen. 

This Labor Day we must focus on new ways to assure 
every citizen an equal share in the greatness of America. 

To accomplish this we must: 


—Establish a domestic good neighbor policy on every 
block in every city. 
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—Provide greater economic balance to assure that 
every working American is freed from poverty and 
shielded from the threat of inflation. 

Provide even more recreational facilities so that all 
may enjoy to the fullest their leisure time. 

Social and economic justice is a basic goal of the Great 
Society. Working people and their organizations are 
leaders in the pursuit of this national objective. 

Once, the free trade union movement channeled its 
efforts toward giving individual workers strength in their 
struggle with the privileged few. 

Now, in the time of the privileged many, American 
labor works in behalf of the disadvantaged few—the 
poor, the victims of racial injustice, the elderly. 

Every segment of American life—labor, government, 
business, the public at large—has a heavy stake in ex- 
tending our prosperity to those it has eluded for too long. 

By vigorous employment of our vast national wealth, 
energy, and intelligence, I am confident, on this day, 
that we can shape our society so that a useful and pro- 
ductive life may be the birthright of every American. 

This is our lasting goal. 


Detroit, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at 
Detroit Municipal Airport. 
September 5, 1966 


Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, Nancy Williams 
and members of the very fine Michigan delegation, your 
distinguished State officials, Members of the United States 
Senate: 


I want to thank each of you and all of you for coming 
here to meet me this morning. Your happy smiles make 
us feel at home again in the great industrial metropolis 
that is admired and envied the world over. 
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This, I think, is the Labor Day that should be the 
happiest for the working people of this country since 
Labor Day was first promulgated in the administration of 
Grover Cleveland. 

We have more to work for, more to enjoy, more to be 
thankful for. We are blessed in more ways, I think, than 
we have ever been before. 

I came here to Detroit, to Michigan, in 1960, when 
many of your people in Detroit were unemployed. As I 
come back here today, most of our people enjoy high 
employment. Most of our people have high wages. Most 
of our people have high productivity. Most of our people 
realize that their children have a better opportunity for 
good health, good play, good schools, elementary, secon- 
dary, vocational, and higher education, than they have 
ever had before. And that is because your Congressmen 
and your Senators in the last 3 years have put in the law 
of this land some 30 health and education bills that we 
never had before. 

We have come here today to honor the man who led 
the fight for our young, our aged, our workers, and our 
students, for Medicare and for elementary education, for 
high wages and high productivity and high employment— 
and it is higher than it is anywhere else in the world. 

It all adds up to one thing: The worker in this land 
has a higher standard of living than you find anywhere 
else. 

The man who contributed so much to this is the late be- 
loved product of labor, who worked for 9 cents an hour 
as a boy, and who finished an illustrious career as a 
Member of the United States Senate and as a leader in 
all of these movements that I have talked to you about. 

We will be seeing you later, but we thank you for 
coming here now. We remind you that as a result of 
what you gave us and what Michigan gave the Nation in 
Pat McNamara, the Nation is better, the workers are 
better, the children are better, the aged are better, and 
we are all thankful for it. 

Goodby and God bless you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m., e.s.t., at the Detroit 
Municipal Airport. 





DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


The President’s Remarks at a Wayne County AFL-CIO Rally in Cobo Hall. 


September 5, 1966 


Mr. Barbour, I am very pleased today to be joined by your most 
distinguished Mayor, Jerry Cavanagh; by your Governor, George Rom- 
ney; by your very able Senator, Phil Hart; and by your junior Senator, 


Senator Griffin. 


I deeply appreciate the hospitality they have extended in welcoming 


me to this great State. 
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I proudly served with the entire delegation from the great State 
of Michigan in the Congress and I came here with a good many of them 
today. 

Phil Hart worked with me in my days when I was leader in the 
Senate. I should like for all of you to remember that he was really 
one of the outstanding Senators that I welcomed to Washington in the 
Class of 1958. And I am so grateful that you returned him in 1964 by 
an overwhelming margin. 

In civil rights legislation and in the truth in packaging bill, he has 
been my strong right arm. Both of these are vital pieces of legislation 
that protect the rights of all of our people. Eight of the members of 
Congress from the great metropolitan area of Detroit are here with me. 
They are my friends and I should like to thank them for their invitation. 

Congressman John Conyers of the First District, Lucien Nedzi of 
the Fourteenth District, William Ford of the Fifteenth District, James 
O’Hara of the Twelfth District, Billie Farnum of the Nineteenth District, 
Charles Diggs of the Thirteenth District, Martha Griffiths of the Seven- 
teenth District, John Dingell of the Sixteenth District, and from Ann 
Arbor we have Wes Vivian of the Second District, Raymond Clevenger 
of the Eleventh District, and Paul Todd, Jr., of Kalamazoo in the Third 
District, where we will be visiting later on today. 

From your neighboring State, Ohio, I am happy to see Congress- 
man Rodney Love. I hope and I believe and I will pray that we work 
with all of these fine Congressmen again in the 90th Congress on better 
programs to make this a better country. 

I am pleased that this platform is shared with me today by our 
brilliant Secretary of Labor, Willard Wirtz. 

I am glad to have the leaders of the labor movement here, such 
as my friends Walter Reuther, Joe Keenan, Jim Suffridge, Al Barbour, 
Gus Scholle, Al Barkan, the leader of COPE, and many others—Roy 
Wilkins, an old friend and an able exponent of justice for all, who is 
universally respected throughout this land; Hobart Taylor, Director of 
the Export-Import Bank and a longtime leader in this great State. 

Two more gentlemen are here, Zoltan Ferency, your State Demo- 
cratic Chairman and John Bruff, a longtime key employee of the Senate 
Labor Committee under the chairmanship of the able Senator Pat 
McNamara. 

I am so happy that they could come on the platform with me— 
Mrs. Margaret Price, a daughter of Michigan and Vice Chairman of 
the Democratic National Committee; and my delightful and able friend 
since NYA days, long ago, Mrs. Mennen Williams, Nancy Williams. 

One of Pat McNamara’s most trusted lieutenants, Bob Perrin, who 
is now a trusted assistant of mine. And finally, Mary McNamara. 
You honor us by your presence. And your love for the man we honor 
is well known to all the world. 

I am so happy that I could be here this morning to honor the 
memory of Pat McNamara. I remember him as a man whose strength 
and character sprang from a very clear and uncompromising regard for 
the interests of all the people. 

In Detroit today—and wherever in America men live by their labor; 
wherever women pray for their children a chance to learn; wherever 
people who know they are equal in God’s sight seek to live equally with 
God’s children; wherever the aging seck a larger hope than the ticking 
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of a clock through an empty day—wherever, wherever these people are, 
Labor Day 1966 is Pat McNamara’s day. 

Because all of them, God bless them, were Pat McNamara’s con- 
stituents. 

When Pat McNamara was a boy, he worked in the Fall River Ship- 
yard as an apprentice pipe fitter at nine cents an hour. Last year as 
chairman of the Labor Subcommittee in the Senate he introduced a bill 
carrying out your President’s programs to extend the minimum wage 
guarantee to 8 million additional Americans and to raise the minimum 
hourly wage to $1.60 an hour. That bill will become law in the next 
few days. 

Pat McNamara was a drop-out. He didn’t have a chance to go 
beyond the eighth grade. But in 1956 as a member of the Education 
Committee he first sponsored major school legislation. And in the last 
3 years we have passed 30 education and health bills under his leadership 
and with his help. Because he and Phil Hart and the other members of 
your delegation and the other members of the great 89th Congress knew 
that a nation which was built largely by drop-outs no longer had any 
place for them. 

As the first Chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on Aging, Pat 
McNamara sponsored legislation that I supported and approved, creat- 
ing the Administration on Aging. 

Our Nation’s long neglect of minorities whose skin are dark is 
perhaps only a little worse than our neglect of another minority whose 
hair is white. 

From his own experience Pat McNamara knew about life’s in- 
equities. But he also knew man’s capacity to do something about them 
and to repair them. He did all that one human could do about them, 
and that is why his spirit is so alive in this hall with all of us today. If 
he were here in person, that rough, gravelly voice would echo on these 
walls: “The agenda is full. Get on with your unfinished business!” 

And that is what we intend to do right now. 

One piece of unfinished business is to repeal a law that gives no 
one the right to work, that threatens and weakens union responsibility 
without strengthening individual liberty, that causes endless and useless 
disputes in our country. And I don’t need to tell you the name of 
that law. 

But I do want you to know that on my list of major recommenda- 
tions to the next Congress, again will be the repeal of section 14(b). I 
am going to put it there not because we are poor losers, but because we 
know it is necessary to achieve that equality of bargaining power from 
which freedom of contract begins. 

14(b) is not alone on our agenda. We have passed it through one 
House of the Congress. We must pass it in the other House as well. If 
we all work shoulder to shoulder, if we are determined enough, long 
enough, we will get the job done. 

We have already passed this year an improved unemployment com- 
pensation bill that will give our workers without jobs a better break. And 
I came here today to say to you that I hope some of you will be able to 
come to Washington to celebrate with us when we sign that law, hopefully 
this year. 

I also want to talk to you about another subject on our agenda that 
demands plain language. I want to talk to you about the cost of living. 
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We are not going to varnish the rough facts. We know easy answers to 
hard problems are usually wrong. 

There are people—and some of them may be right here in your own 
State—who try to peddle easy answers. They are constantly prophesying 
gloom and doom about the American economy. And I have been listen- 
ing to them all of my life. Every time you hear those voices—and I think 
you know who and what I mean—just remember four things: 

First, remember the old man who said he always felt bad when he 
felt good, because he was afraid that tomorrow he might feel worse. 
These people sound just like him; because that is the philosophy of a lot 
of people. 

Second, remember that people who really don’t stand for anything 
usually wind up complaining and against everything—especially in elec- 
tion year. ‘These people used to be called “born aginners’’—they came 
into this world shouting “No! No! No!” Their philosophy reminds me 
sometimes of the answer that the great criminal lawyer Clarence Darrow 
gave when he was asked how he could take part in a debate when he 
was not familiar with the subject. “Easy,” he said, “Ill just take the 
negative. I can always argue against anything.” 

These people can argue against anything. And they usually argue 
against everything. So beware of the complainers. 

Third, remember that they never did have to worry about high 
wages or high employment or high prices—thcy only had to worry about 
their recessions or their depressions. They just haven’t really had much 
experience with prosperity. 

Fourth, as their wailing grows louder between now and November— 
and it is going to pick up in tempo as they go out across the land in 
sackcloth and ashes bemoaning how terrible everything is—just remem- 
ber the facts and remember the record. 

Since 1961 your country has enjoyed more consecutive years of 
uninterrupted prosperity than any other time in our history. Remember 
you pled for your Government to move ahead and we did move ahead 
by adding eight million jobs to our economy. We have cut our unemploy- 
ment in the Nation from 7 percent to 3.9 percent. 

At the same time, we are required to defend freedom on a faraway 
battlefield that we did not choose and we are busily attacking poverty in 
a war that we did choose. 

High employment, high wages, high fringe benefits—including such 
things as increased social security and Medicare that takes 6 billion out 
of our economy this year, high unemployment benefits that we hope will 
become a fact, high profits—each of these put upward pressures and bring 
about higher costs. Yet we have managed, despite these pressures, to 
raise our high, real standard of living much faster than the cost of liviag 
has risen. 

We do have higher costs, but we do have higher earnings and we have 
larger pay checks. And that is better than having higher prices and 
lower income. 

Real wages—what you buy with your pay check—went up every 
single year from 1960 through 1965. That is a long 5-year record and 
it has never been achieved before in the United States of America. 

Now one reason our record has been so good is because most leaders 
of organized labor during these 5 years have made the word “respon- 
sibility” a living part of their philosophy. They know that if wages rise 
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faster than productivity, those increases are going to be washed away by 
a rising tide of inflation. 

I know that, too. And that is why for the past 2% years all respon- 
sible leaders have tried to keep wage and price increases from destroying 
the economic strength on which our personal security rests. 

This is no time to think that vigilance is old-fashioned. Inflation 
is a pickpocket. There are clear signs that the pickpocket is at work 
right now in our marketplaces. And we have to stop him. And I do 
not intend to sit by and watch inflation rob us of 6 years of hard-earned 
gains. 

The President of your country will take the action that is needed 
to stabilize growth in this Nation. 

Over the past weeks and months, my advisers and counselors and 
I have been giving intensive consideration to every phase of the economy. 
In the light of our obligations to fulfill our commitments in Viet-Nam, 
to give our full support to our armed services men who are there defend- 
ing our freedom, to maintain an economic expansion and stable prices 
here at home, we are now seeking ways to cut down on all nonessential 
spending in the private and in the public sectors. 

We are now examining carefully the measures which may be over- 
heating our economy and which should be postponed. We are now 
determining whether we should limit certain sales of Government securi- 
ties in our private market in the hope that by so doing we can bring about 
a reduction in interest rates. 

Our goal in America is stable growth. 

Stability and growth must go hand in hand. We must not ever 
succumb to the temptation of buying price stability at the expense of 
stopping growth. We will not stop the economy in its tracks; we will 
not put men and machines out of work again. We will not stop our 
effort to improve living standards and essential public services. 

We are a nation of compassion. And when we are prosperous we 
care more and we ought to do more about our Nation and our poor. 

We will not beat a shabby retreat from the challenges that face us. 
The Nation would suffer as it suffered in the late 1950’s when that 
strategy was the policy in high places. 

We learned then that a sluggish economy is a weak economy that 
is unable to resist the disease of recurrent recession. And we learned 
then that the first victims of a sluggish economy are the poor, the Negro, 
the wage-earner, the farmer. And this is why I came here to pledge to 
you today that we shall not repeat in the sixties the mistakes that we 
made in the fifties. 

Growth without stability is deception. Booms generate busts. 
Inflation gnaws at the pillars of prosperity. We must pace our progress. 
I have spent much of my time this year working on policies to meet the 
twin essentials, growth and stability. 

The decisions are difficult. I have asked—and I will continue to 
urge—labor and management to face up to the decisions and to make 
their full contribution to both growth and stability. 

Business and labor must—if they are to extend their gains of the 
past 5 years—act wisely and act responsibly about wages and profits 
and prices. That policy is essential for us all if we are to continue to 
have the prosperity we enjoy today. 
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But it is self-defeating for everyone to favor stabilization by some- 
one else. You may think you can win one battle by getting on inflation’s 
side. But inflation is an enemy that eventually makes victims of all of 
its allies. 

Labor wants, and labor deserves, a growth of real wages—not just 
of money wages. It wants wage gains that will compensate for rises 
in the cost of living. But we can’t make all the gains that we desire 
overnight. For in the long run the strongest among us cannot secure 
and hold the benefits of wage increases if we contribute to an inflation 
that wrecks prosperity. 

Every businessman should know that the abundant profits he earns 
from keeping his plant fully used can be quickly destroyed by insisting on 
higher profits, if they must come from higher prices. So my Labor Day 
message is only to repeat democracy’s oldest story: that the other side of 
any private right is private responsibility; that the price of liberty is 
continued vigilance against its abuses; and that the other face of freedom 
is self-restraint. 

For labor, self-restraint means keeping its wage demands within 
reason, and its productivity at a maximum. Only in this way can we 
extend our record of stability in unit labor costs. 

For business, it means reducing prices when costs fall, and raising 
prices only when cost increases dangerously threaten adequate profit 
margins, 

Years ago, the free labor movement launched the fight for a decent 
life for the worker. Many of its early battles were very stormy. Its goals 
were simple: the right to organize, the right to a fair share of the pros- 
perity built by its members, the right to working conditions that are fit for 
human beings. 

These goals have not yet been won everywhere in this Nation. So 
the fight must go on—and it goes on with the total and the committed 
support of the leadership of your National Government. 

Labor has many other goals. It works for civil rights, it works 
for an end to poverty, it works for international cooperation. Because 
labor knows that these things are equally important to men and women 
who are American citizens first and union members second. 

You and I have another goal. We know that the America we 
dream of must be an America where every citizen can earn an annual 
income that is sufficient to meet his basic needs and the needs of those 
dependent upon him. And I pledge you that we are going to keep the 
working man and his needs constantly in our sight. 

We will never forget this goal. 

Now another goal must be placed besides these. It is the goal of 
continued and stable growth. It may not be as dramatic as the causes 
of the past. But it is just as vital to the House of Labor—and to all 
America. 

We must have growth in this country to keep our machines and our 
men working and we must have stability so runaway inflation will not eat 
up the toils of their labor. 

The cause of peace in the world is another goal. It is in the heart 
of every liberty-loving American. All of our efforts, however distant in 
geography and difference in degree, from NATO to SEATO, from OAS 
to Viet-Nam, grow out of our obligations to keep the peace and to preserve 
freedom and liberty in the world. 
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That is why our gallant and our brave and our courageous young 
men are manning the ramparts today with the soldiers of other nations to 
assist the poor Vietnamese protect their liberty. 

They are there at this hour because aggression is there at this hour. 
Those troops will come home, their bases will be turned over for con- 
structive peacetime purposes as soon as that vicious aggression stops. 
And I may add: To all whom it may concern: If anyone, if anyone will 
show me the time schedule when aggression and infiltration and might 
makes right will be halted, then I, as President of this country will lay 
on the table the schedule for the withdrawal of all of our forces from 
Viet-Nam. 

With your strength, with your competence, with your sense of fair 
play, with your sense of justice and your dedication to the well-being of 
your neighbor and your fellow man, somehow, someway, someday, we 
shall attain these goals I talked to you about this morning. And as you 
the leaders of the working men, as you the spokesmen for the House 
of Labor, as you the individual members of the various unions—as you 
work forward toward peace and prosperity in this land and in this world, 
I pledge you that you will be joined shoulder to shoulder by your fellow 
worker in the White House. 


Thank you. 
NoTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m., e.s.t., at a rally honoring the memory of 


Senator Patrick V. McNamara of Michigan, sponsored by the AFL-CIO of Wayne 
County, Mich. 





Battle Creek, Michigan I do not believe that we are indifferent to our good 
fortune. We have struggled too hard too long for that. 
The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at I think we are just so busy building that we do not 


take the time to step back and look at the country that 
we have built. 

But if we will just take a moment now, go with me 
for a second and see America. 


Kellogg Regional Airport. 
September 5, 1966 


Congressman and Mrs. Todd, our friends from Battle : . } a 
Creek and all of this section of Michigan: —You will see a nation of 200 million people creating 
: and enjoying an abundance that was undreamed of 
When my plane just touched down at the airport—as by your grandfathers or by your fathers. It was 
when it lands at airports all over the country—I was unequaled in the world that your ancestors left when 
struck by the health, strength, prosperity, and particularly thev came here. 
by the happiness of all of the people who do us the very ' 
great honor of coming here today. 

I sometimes wonder why this health, strength, and 
prosperity are not on every tongue, and on every front 
page every day. 

We have a lot of things to complain about. We do 
complain, we do record them, and we do repeat them. 


—You will see almost full employment from coast to 
coast, from the industrial East to the rich livestock 
and grain-producing West. 

—You will see workers enjoying the highest weekly 
wage that they have ever earned in all the history 
of mankind. 


But it does occur to me that just occasionally, particu- —You will see mills and factories humming in now the 
larly when we all get together, when neighbor comes with 68th consecutive month of an unprecedented eco- 
neighbor, when they meet their Congressmen, they see nomic expansion in any country in the world. 
their President, that it might be worthwhile for us to just —You will see our banks where our personal savings 
take an inventory of all the blessings that all America have increased 23 percent since 1961. You will see 
has. How lucky, how fortunate, and how blessed we are offices and plants of businesses whose profits have 


that we can live in the United States of America. more than doubled in the last 5 years. 
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So why do we cry? Why do we weep? Why do we 
complain? 

America is growing. America is prospering. We 
need not look back 30 or 40 years for comparison. 

Let us look at the 21% years since I have been President. 

In the first 1,000 days of this administration, the truest 
measure of the welfare of individuals—real income, real 
disposable income, that is what you want—has advanced 
at three times the rate of any previous period in our 
history. ‘The economy in general, all over the Nation, 
has grown at 21% times the rate of any time since America 
was founded. 

Let us think: disposable income 3 times the rate of 
the previous 10 years—economy in general 21% times 
the rate of the previous decade. 

Now we are going to continue that record. We want 
your help. We want your cooperation. With restraint 
and responsibility, we are going to accomplish more for 
the betterment of all human beings; the kind of a world 
that we dreamed of. 

I hope you will excuse me if I run on to another 
engagement. I said way back early in my political life 
that I thought every person had a great reward if he 
had a chance to serve his fellow man. 

I also thought for that reason that I wanted to be a 
teacher or a preacher or a public servant. When they 
asked me my personal philosophy I said: “I am a free 
man, first. An American, second. A public servant 
where you can serve humanity, third. And a Democrat, 
fourth—but in that order.” 

Because I think that America is much more interested 
in country than they are in party. I think they want us 
to always put our country first. 

For that reason I am so happy to come back here to 
Battle Creek where Lady Bird came frequently as a child, 
to come back here and be presented to this audience by 
one of America’s finest, young, forward-looking states- 
men who puts his country before everything else, Paul 
Todd. 

I just hope that you will leave here today and go out 
and say: “What is best for my country is best for me.” 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:25 p.m., e.s.t., at the Kellogg 
Regional Airport at Battle Creek, Mich. 


Battle Creek, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks at the Battle Creek 
Sanitarium. September 5, 1966 


Mayor Wilklow, Congressman Todd, Senator Hart, dis- 
tinguished members of the Michigan delegation, my col- 
leagues from Ohio, distinguished leaders from the House 
of Labor, ladies and gentlemen: 


I am pleased to be here today with Paul Todd, Senator 
Hart, and the other members of this delegation. I am 
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especially pleased to be able to come here and tell you 
what a terrific job your own Congressman Paul Todd 
is doing in Washington. 

Paul is a freshman Congressman, but he has earned, 
and I think he deserves, the respect and admiration of 
every good American who is interested in his country 
regardless of the party he belongs to. 

He has drafted and pushed through the House of 
Representatives, the first term that he served there, the 
most important population amendments to the food for 
freedom bill. 

He represents your district with the same dignity and 
the same effectiveness as did his grandfather Todd back 
in the year 1896. 

Phil Hart has been doing a terrific job for Michigan 
in the Senate and in the Nation. He has played leading 
roles in much vital legislation. And he is returning this 
weck to be the floor leader of some of the most important 
administration measures that we will pass this year. 

We came here to Battle Creek today to honor not only 
an institution, but to honor the man who gave it life. 

I never met Dr. Kellogg but, as you must have ob- 
served, I brought along one of his greatest admirers. 
Later on, I am happy to say, she became one of my 
admirers, too. 

From what Mrs. Johnson has told me of Dr. Kellogg, 
he was my kind of man. He started early, he stayed 
late. He worked to fulfill his ambition, and I quote him 
“to spend my entire life in human service.” 

He was a builder, a constructor, a developer. He 
knew the meaning of Speaker Sam Rayburn’s words: 
“Any donkey can kick a barn down. It takes a good 
carpenter to build one.” 

Dr. Kellogg was a teacher. He knew that the first job 
of this great sanitarium, which he liked to call a “Uni- 
versity of Health,” was to teach people how to get well 
and then teach them how to stay well. 

It is very nearly impossible to put a price on the value 
that such a man as Dr. Kellogg contributed to this coun- 
try. But we can estimate, I think, the terrible cost in- 
flicted on this country by disease. That cost must be 
measured in doctor bills and hospital fees and medicine, 
but also in the cost of earnings and production. 

Our great experts estimate that mental illness will cost 
us $8 billion this year; that cancer will cost us over $3 
billion; that heart disease will cost us over $7 billion; 
that the common cold and other respiratory diseases will 
cost us $51 billion; that rheumatism and arthritis will 
cost us $3 billion. 

This year alone the total cost to our country in all 
illnesses will amount to more than $62 billion—nearly 
one-tenth of our gross national product. 

Now this is a tragic waste. It is borne in sorrow by 
almost every family in this land. Its price comes highest 
to those that are least able to pay. To our older Ameri- 
cans who are trying to live out their lives in security and 
comfort, to our very young, for death still takes its great 
toll in the cradle, to our minority groups, for the man 
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whose skin is colored lives 7 years less in this country of 
ours than his fellow American. And twice as many little 
Negro babies die in their first year as white babies. 

Dollars alone serve as very poor measuring instruments 
for the cost of ill health. A great nation must also 
measure by other yardsticks of concern. A great people 
must share the vision of leaders like Dr. Kellogg. 

We have come a long way down the road of care and 
compassion for the afflicted. 

In the last 2 years I am proud to say—I think I am 
prouder of this than anything I have ever done in all 
my 58 years—upon my recommendation the Congress 
in the last 21% years has passed 24 health bills. We will 
take in $6 billion this year for medical care and for 
social security. We have passed the Nurses Training 
Act, the Health Profession Act, the Medical Research 
Facilities Act, the Heart, Cancer, Stroke, High Blood 
Pressure Act. 

I could list them all afternoon. And along with those 
24 measures that in time will give to the people of this 
country the kind of health they ought to have, we passed 
six major education bills, beginning with Head Start and 
ending with Ph. D. degrees, that will give our children 
the kind of education that we have been talking about 
for 200 years. 

The leaders of the House of Labor, the distinguished 
Cabinet officers, the members of the Senate, the members 
of the House who are on this platform, with your support, 
with the support of all good Americans throughout this 
country, have done in 2 years what we have been talking 
about doing for 200 years. 

When I was a boy the person with mental problems was 
treated very little better than an animal. He was sent 
to the prison or the jail or to the dark despair of a lunatic 
asylum. Today, we know that mental illness can be cured 
and we are curing it. And, we are working to build 
community health centers where those who suffer can 
receive care and compassionate guidance. Today, this 
great Battle Creek Sanitarium is helping to chart the 
course for the entire Nation and the world in the fight 
against mental illness. 

Not long ago death from tuberculosis was thought to 
be an act of God immune to the efforts of man. In the 
last 15 years medical progress has cut the TB rate by 80 
percent and it has cut TB health occupancy by 50 percent. 

Not long ago, the threat of polio struck terror in the 
heart of every mother in this land, and the annual list 
of victims outnumbered 34,000 citizens. And one of our 
great Presidents suffered through a great deal of his life 
because he was a victim of polio. Last year, with the help 
of vaccines, and with the help of leadership like Franklin 
D. Roosevelt provided, that number was nearly down to 
zero. 

These things did not happen by accident. They re- 
quired leaders—medical leaders, scientific leaders, politi- 
cal leaders. They required hard work and costly invest- 
ment, they required money and manpower. They took 
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a combined effort involving our National Institutes of 
Health, our drug industries, our hospitals, our clinics, 
our nurses, our skilled doctors. They represent the great 
genius of creative federalism bringing together the energies 
of both public and private enterprise. 

There are some, some of them may even be here in 
Michigan, who say we are moving too fast along the road 
of caring about people’s health. Some raise the loud 
cries of protest that we were carrying compassion too far 
when we sought to extend social security so that our senior 
citizens could enjoy the benefits of medical care. 

Some even went so far as to predict that the old 
people would all abuse their privilege and would over- 
crowd our hospitals and would socialize our country. 

Now I have been in public service 35 years and I have 
heard these same old arguments, usually made by the 
same old voices making up the same old opposition against 
every move forward for the benefit of all the people of 
this country. 

When I voted for minimum wage at 25 cents an hour 
almost 30 years ago they told me I would be retired to 
private life. I almost have been a time or two in the 
columns and in the polls, but not really. 

And minimum wage in the meantime, while they re- 
tired me, has gone from the 25 cents that we first voted 
in 1938 to the $1.60 that we are going to sign next week. 
And medicare went from a dream of Harry Truman back 
20-odd years ago to an actuality on July Ist. Our hos- 
pitals and our doctors and our other people showed that 
they knew how to meet this opportunity. 

Before this decade ends, I predict that you and your 
children and your grandchildren and all who are with us 
will look back with a great deal of shame. The blush 
of shame will come to the cheeks of all of us when we 
think about how our senior citizens were allowed to sicken 
and to die with no provision for their care. 

Before this decade ends, I predict that we will make 
further breakthroughs in our concern for the afflicted and 
for the injured. 

I predict that we will no longer condone the waste 
that claims 50,000 traffic deaths each year and results 
in over 3 million accident victims. 

We have lost a little over 3,000 of our brave, gallant 
young men in Viet-Nam protecting our freedom and our 
liberty. But while we were losing those 3,000, we lost 
50,000 right here in front of our eyes on our own streets 
and highways. 

The traffic safety bill that I urged the Congress to 
pass—and that is now on my desk, that I will sign this 
next week—reveals the determination of this Congress 
to deal with the disaster on our highways and to curb the 
terror that has been taking place there. 

And before this decade ends, we will wonder why it 
took us so long to develop wise ways of family planning. 
We, I think, will bless men like your Congressman Todd 
who has led the way to help countries that have a des- 
perate need to control their population growth. The 
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Todd amendment to our Food for Freedom Act has just 
been overwhelmirgly voted in both Houses of the Con- 
gress by Members of both parties of the Congress. 

It was less than 3 years ago, when I addressed the 
Congress, that I had at least half of my speech writers 
trying to take any reference to population out of my 
speech—because a President hadn’t becn speaking along 
that line in this country very often. 

But Congressman Todd made a courageous and pio- 
neering effort to come to grips with the world’s single 
most pressing problem. Even under conditions as in- 
humane as war, we are mounting a ceaseless effort to care 
for the health of human beings. 

At this moment in Viet-Nam, no single combat soldier 
ranges more than 30 minutes away from a medical expert 
who can provide the life-saving skills he may require. 
And thank the Lord and the medicos we are saving 99 
percent of our men who are wounded. 

No single wounded soldier is more than a few hours 
away by jet transport from the finest military hospitals 
in our Nation. And our greatest doctors and our won- 
derful nurses are saving the lives of those who fought to 
save ours. 

During World War II, 3 out of every 10 men struck 
by weapons died. In Viet-Nam, this rate has been cut 
to nearly 1 in 10, instead of 3 in 10. Of those who reach 
medical care more than 98 out of every 100 recover and 
survive. What a record that is! 

During World War II, 50 out of every 100 soldiers 
with serious injuries to the blood vessels of their limbs 
underwent amputation. Today in Viet-Nam, with the 
delicate techniques of blood vessel surgery, less than 9— 
not 50 out of a 100—less than 9 out of every 100 require 
amputation, 41 saved from amputation out of every 100. 
What a record that is, not only for the proud leaders of 
Battle Creek but for the medical profession and the nurses 
and the drug people all over this country of ours. 

The last thing I did before I left Washington this 
morning was to talk to a rescue group that goes in with 
stretchers, helicopters, doctors, medicines, and their sur- 
geons and pick the men up right after they fall. They 
load them under fire and bring them back to life again. 

I said to Secretary McNamara, “Did you see that story 
day before yesterday? Let us get some of those men in 
and let them know how much we appreciate what they 
have done. Let us place a decoration on them for the 
service they are rendering their fellow man in this hour 
of need.” 

In the near future I plan to meet some who are working 
the miracles of medicine on far off battlefronts. 

Dr. Howard Rusk spent some time with me the other 
day. He told me about what he had done in Viet-Nam 
and how he is training the Vietnamese to care for their 
own people and to build arms and legs, and to help restore 
people who have lost their arm or their leg by amputation. 
I want to voice my gratitude to all of those who have 
helped in making that program a success. 
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At a time when our good American men are dying in 
battle, the job of being President of the United States 
is not a very happy one and can provide very little satis- 
faction. But one satisfaction that it offers in full measure 
is to help define the goals by which the Nation sets its 
course. 

Not long ago, I called together the Directors of the 
National Institutes of Health. I asked them to serve as 
my strategy council and to advise me on our objectives 
and what our goals in free America for health ought to 
be in the decade ahead. 

Some critics promptly voiced the fear that I was under- 
mining the integrity of the medical experts. And they 
caused me to remember an ancient admonition that the 
“evil fleeth when no one pursueth.” 

I would today simply remind all of those who benefit 
from public programs that every American’s constant 
commitment should be, ought to be, and must be like 
Dr. Kellogg’s, “To spend our lives in human service.” 

All day long today, wherever I have gone in private 
and public, I seem to have been talking about responsi- 
bility. In Detroit this morning I spoke of the self- 
responsibility of labor, labor leaders, labor union mem- 
bers, of businessmen, of management, of owners. And 
I spoke of the responsibility that all of them should show, 
if we are to avoid the threat of inflation in this country, 
because inflation is a pickpocket and it is working in our 
marketplaces every day. 

Unless we can show good judgment and self-restraint 
and forgo some of our desires of the moment, we cannot 
expect to protect our needs of the long run. 

Later on this afternoon, I shall be talking in Dayton, 
Ohio, about the responsibility not just of labor and man- 
agement but of our young people as well. In Lancaster, 
Ohio, tonight I shall talk of our responsibility in the 
quest for peace. 

But here in Battle Creek, I cannot close without a word 
about the responsibility of those who guard the health of 
200 million people. A nation cannot think if it is sick. 
A nation cannot fight to protect itself if it is sick. And the 
responsibility of those who guard our Nation’s health can- 
not ever be imposed by Government. But Government 
does have a concern for medical care. 

If Government is to represent all the people all the time, 
it must have a concern for the cost of medical care and 
the quality of medical care, and the availability of medical 
care. 

So as long as I am in your office of Presidency, I am 
going to make every effort I know how to insure and 
guarantee the greatest possible progress in the field of 
health at the lowest possible cost to the individual. 

For we shall be judged by those who come after us. 
We are writing our record for our children to look at, 
and they can either point to it with pride or blush with 
shame. As your President I am anxious about the 
verdict they are going to write about us. I hope that 
we can give them reason to be charitable. I hope that 
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they will conclude that by our deeds we extended the 
boundary of compassion, that we gave really new mean- 
ing to humanity, and that we did succeed in bringing 
health, prosperity, freedom, liberty, and happiness to our 
fellow man. 

Thank you and goodby. 


note: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m., e.s.t., at the Battle Creek 
Sanitarium at Battle Creek, Mich. 


Vandalia, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at Cox 
Municipal Airport. September 5, 1966 


Mayor Hall, Governor Rhodes, Senator Lausche, 
Congressman Love, Secretary Wirtz, Mr. Bush, our 
distinguished Chairman of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, Mr. Frazier Reams, the Democratic candi- 
date for Governor, Mr. Robert Milbaugh, the Demo- 
cratic candidate for Congress, Mr. James Pelley, the 
distinguished members of the Michigan delegation who 
accompanied me here, ladies and gentlemen, boys and 
girls: 


I am especially grateful to all of you for coming here 
and extending to me and Mrs. Johnson this evening the 
warm welcome and hospitality that is so typical of this 
great State of Ohio. 

I told Governor Rhodes coming out here a few mo- 
ments ago that I never came into your State but what 
I felt grateful for your friendship and I admired the 
quality of the citizenship of the people of this State and 
the type of public servants that you produce. 

The “beautiful Ohio” of the song is the great river 
winding south of here. But it could be the State itself. 
Ohio is one of the most beautiful parts of all America. 
This rich, industrial, and agricultural State typifies Amer- 
ica, and this wonderful city of Dayton typifies Ohio. 

Your boulevards and streets are wide and tree-lined. 
Your homes and lawns are carefully tended. Your 
schools and churches and industries have been built by 
a thriving, happy, prosperous, and prudent people who 
are proud of their city, their State, their Nation, and 
their citizenship. 

This prosperous city in the heartland of this great, 
free country that we call America is far different from 
the tortured cities and hamlets in Viet-Nam where almost 
half a million of our men are at this moment. 

There, we have 300,000 young Americans in South 
Viet-Nam; many thousands more in the Navy off the 
coast. ‘There are many, I am sure, there from Dayton. 
They are fighting today a tough, dedicated enemy in 
order that we can have our liberty, be free, can peacefully 
assemble, and can have the right to come here and dissent 
or approve. 
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The Viet Cong do not come from places like Dayton. 
They come from places where mere existence is a triumph 
and premature death is commonplace. They die before 
they are 35. Their average per capita income is only $65 
per year. 

The men of Hanoi have been astonished by the fight- 
ing qualities of American troops. These troops are better 
trained, better equipped, better supported than any who 
have carried our colors in the past. They have mastered 
new and difficult terrain. They have adapted to an 
oppressive climate. They are defeating a hardened, 
professional enemy with long training and experience 
in guerrilla warfare. 

This enemy has discovered what so many have dis- 
covered in the wars America has fought, that the air of 
liberty breeds the best soldier. 

The enemy has discovered that peaceful cities like 
Dayton, Ohio, can produce the most fearsomely destruc- 
tive weapons known to man. 

United States planes are reducing supply depots, 
bridges, oil fields, and military installations to rubble. 
The accuracy of the strikes are astonishing. We hit our 
targets and they are military, not civilian. 

Hundreds of our planes fly out every day. They come 
from fields we have built in the South and from carriers 
lying off the coast. But these planes are really launched 
here in Dayton, Ohio. 

Orville and Wilbur Wright made Dayton the birth- 
place of aviation. Its military and commercial facilities 
make it the center of American aviation. 

Wright-Patterson Air Force Base is one of the largest 
single air installations in the world. 

Wright Air Development Center researches and tests 
all equipment for the Air Force and the Air Materiel 
Command supplies this equipment to our installations all 
over the world. We are grateful for that Air Materiel 
Command. 

And the skilled labor in Dayton factories produces many 
precision instruments that guide our pilots and protect 
their lives and will ultimately bring them back to their 
families. 

America is without equal in the design and manufac- 
ture of weapons of war.- But America is never happy to 
take them up. This Nation would far rather use its 
power to heal humanity than to participate in a struggle. 

I hope the day is near when the factories of Dayton and 
every other part of America produce only products of 
peace. I hope the day is near when the blessings of our 
technology are brought to all the world in peaceful ex- 
change. I hope the day is near when our soldiers, sailors, 
marines, and our airmen can come home to take up once 
again the peaceful careers that their duty to their country 
interrupted. 

I hope the day is near when war is only an ugly 
memory. But that day is not now. That peace is not 
here yet. So we must continue to do our best. We 
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must continue to move forward—resolute, determined, 
and unafraid. 

We must produce the best weapons, we must fight with 
the greatest bravery, and we must provide the greatest 
dedication until the warmakers who trouble this globe 
abandon their aggressive schemes. So it is up to us and 
other free men to convince those who seize hunger, sick- 
ness, and poverty as an excuse for aggression; who be- 
lieve that might makes right—those Communists who 
think that they can invade their neighbor and gobble up 
free hungry people. 

We must convince them that the world of the future 
lies in liberty and not in chains. 

So to Senator Lausche, Congressman Love, Mayor 
Hall, Mr. Pelley, and the others who have gathered here 
with me today, who have extended to me this warm 
welcome from Ohio, I say thanks to you in public service 
and thanks so much to you the fathers, mothers, brothers, 
and sisters of the men who serve so faithfully at this 
moment. 

The time wilt come when we will have peace in the 
world. We already are the most prosperous country. 
We already are the greatest home-owning country. 
We already have the greatest resources. We already 
have the finest, richest farms. We already have more 
men working today than we have ever had in all the his- 
tory of this Nation, 77 million. 

We already have them drawing higher factory wages, 
an average of $114 a week. We already have the highest 
personal income that we have ever had. 

Now if we can find some way, somehow the answer 
to war in the world, so that we can bring our men home 
and have peace not only in our own shores but in all 
other nations, what a happy place this will be. And we 
will do that, if we continue to put our country first; if 
we think more of our Nation than we think of our party 
or of ourselves. 

So to those of you who gave so freely of your time this 
Labor Day, those of you who came out to say hello to 
your men in public life and to welcome your President, 
Mrs. Johnson and I say we bless you, we thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts for your hospitality. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m., e.s.t. As printed above, 
his remarks follow the text released by the White House. 


Dayton, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at the Montgomery County 
Fair. September 5, 1966 


Thank you, Congressman Love. 


This has been a very 
happy day for me. 


And you don’t know how stimulating 
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and inspiring it is to come out here in the heartland of 
America and see so many happy faces. 

Mayor Hall, it is wonderful to be in your great city and 
in this wonderful Montgomery County Fair. 
derful to share this platform with you. 

I am delighted that I could be here today with my 
longtime friend in the Senate, your own distinguished 
Senator Frank Lausche. 

Frank, of course, needs no more introduction to Ohio 
than Rocky Colavito needs an introduction to the Cleve- 
land Indians. 

The Senator is an institution in Ohio and he is a very 
valuable, perceptive, and effective legislator for his 
country in Washington. 

I am deeply honored by the fine introduction that your 
eminent and capable Representative in Congress, Con- 
gressman Rodney Love, gave me. 

I wish that both my father and mother could have 
been here so they could have heard what he had to say 
about their son. My father would have enjoyed it and 
my mother would have believed it. 

I want to thank all of you good people for voting for 
Congressman Love. His excellent work on the House 
Armed Services Committee and other areas has won for 
him an enviable high reputation and the respect of all 
the Members of the Congress with whom he works. 

I am delighted that he would accompany me here 
today and would give me a chance to meet the people for 
whom we both work. 

The young national president of the Young Demo- 
crats, a very proud son of Ohio and one of whom Ohio 
can really be proud is with us today, Virgil Musser. 

The Mayor has already introduced my old friend 
Frazier Reams and Jim Suffridge and Walter Reuther 
and Joe Keenan, outstanding labor leaders, who have 
joined me in my trip through beautiful Ohio today. 

I also want to personally thank Mike Liskany, Miss 
Goldie Scheible, and Mr. Conrad Grimes of the AFL- 
CIO for inviting me to come here and spend this Labor 
Day with you, 

On this Labor Day weekend I have sought the best 
relaxation that a President can get by folding away Wash- 
ington newspapers and leaving the Capital and coming 
out and visiting with his friends and countrymen. 

I have traveled to the beautiful State of West Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, Michigan, and now beautiful Ohio. I have 
talked about the problems of the people, the basic re- 
sources of our great, beautiful America—about our 
health, our economy, our working men and women, our 
cities, our farms, and rural communities. I have talked 
about the problems that we have in our relations with 
other nations. And about supporting our fighting men 
who are standing in Viet-Nam protecting your freedom 
and our liberty. 

But with all the bright young faces that I am looking 
at now here in Dayton, I want to talk about another 
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resource—a rich and inexhaustible and unpredictable 
resource. I want to talk about the young people of 
America. 

A wise man once said that youth is too valuable to be 
wasted on the young. But God has shown a higher 
wisdom, and in our country in this time, even as man’s 
lifespan lengthens, we are getting a good deal younger by 
the year. 

Fifteen years ago, our average age in America was 30. 
Today our average age in America is 28. In another 4 
years the average age in America will be 27. 

As we get younger, our reach is growing, making it 
possible. for youth today to realize what other genera- 
tions could only dream. With the moon and beyond to 
be conquered, with diseases to be checked that have long 
cursed mankind, with millions who live in the darkness of 
ignorance awaiting the light of learning, with the battle 
of civil rights only half begun, young people today can 
still hold to what Emerson said a century ago: 

“We think our civilization is near its meridian, but we 
are yet only at the cockcrowing and the morning star.” 

My generation was concerned with action and ideas, 
but we were also very obsessed with material goods. We 
came out of a great depression and a great war deter- 
mined to hold and increase the number of things that 
each experience had denied us. 

We too often looked upon America as a vast cornucopia 
spilling its plenty into the hands of those who would seize 
it. Today, by design rather than accident, we are pro- 
ducing more material comforts with less manual effort 
than we have ever produced before. 

This new generation—born of an era of affluence—will, 
I hope and trust, correct the balance and put ideas where 
they belong: that is, ahead of things. Only then can 
a nation like ours tap new veins of inner strength which 
give meaning to what its people own and how much 
they earn and how much they produce. 

“What meaning, success?” is the question this genera- 
tion of American youth must deal with. For democracy 
cannot last without a philosophy and a democracy can- 
not continue without a furpose. And when more than 
half of its people are young, a democracy must ask its 
youth: “What is your philosophy?” Democracy must ask 
its young, “What is your purpose in life?” 

Such questions are not as difficult to answer in a time 
of much adversity, as our young discovered in the days 
of revolution when James Madison at 25 drafted the Vir- 
ginia Constitution, and Alexander Hamilton at 25 led the 
American attack at the battle of Yorktown, and Thomas 
Jefferson at 33 wrote the Declaration of Independence. 

But when prosperity, not adversity, is the anvil of ex- 
perience, how do the young shape their ideals? Is the 
possibility of even more personal comfort the only excit- 
ing lure to their commitment? Is the right to demon- 
strate all a society can offer the restless, surging spirit of 
a generation that asks where the action is? 


What about the youth who live in our ghettoes—born, 
as Thomas Wolfe said, “old and stale and dull and 
empty . . . suckled on darkness, and weaned on vio- 
lence and noise?” Are they to believe that America is 
completed, or that they have no part in its unfinished 
business? 

To hunger for use, and to go unused, is the worst 
hunger the young can endure. A father passed along 
to me recently the lament of his teenage son who said: 
“Daddy, no matter what I do or how hard I try, there 
is not much chance that I can shape things for better 
or for worse.” He voiced a frustration that the young 
all feel when their society is stagnant or, as in the case of 
the very poor and the very forgotten, life is a cul-de-sac 
without exits. 

It is true that few men ever have the power by a single 
act or in a single lifetime to shape history to any serious 
degree. Even Presidents quickly realize that while a 
single act might destroy the world, no one decision, no 
one act, can make life suddenly better, or turn history 
around all for the good. 

Presidents learn—perhaps sooner than others—that our 
destiny is fashioned by what all of us do, by the deeds 
and desires of each citizen, as one tiny drop of water 
after another ultimately makes a big river. 

It is the failure to realize the inseparable obligations 
that we have to each other that leads some to denounce 
Government as an unnecessary evil, and leads others— 
especially but not always the young—to equate the right 
to dissent with the right to destroy. 

While the distance between us personally is great, no 
matter how close the distance physically, the young follow 
the suit of their parents who live by the philosophy: 
“Don’t stick your neck out; don’t get involved; don’t be 
a fool.” From this philosophy comes either willful vio- 
lence that tears a nation apart or willful indifference that 
slowly erodes our confidence in one another and our re- 
gard for each other. 

So I would say to America in this hour: Let us guar- 
antee to our young people more than the right to dissent. 
Let us give them not only an opportunity to declare against 
something but let us give them a chance to declare for 
something. 

They seek the chance to be committed and the chance 
to be uncommon, and a society worthy of their courage 
will give them a chance to be both. 

We must move toward a standard that no man has 
truly lived who only served himself. Every man and 
woman and every boy and girl, at some period of life, 
should have the chance to enter some form of public 
service. It may be when they are 20 or when they are 
60; it may be at home or abroad; it may be on the Fed- 
eral, State, or local level; it may be full time or voluntary. 
Whatever or wherever it is, this standard of service will 
decrease the isolation of men from each other and in- 
crease the deep community of feeling and concern that 
are sinews of a large and great democracy’s strength. 
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To move in this direction, I am asking every member 
of my administration to explore new ways by which our 
young people can serve their fellow men. I am asking 
a group of Governors and Mayors to meet and study ways 
in which city, State, and Federal Governments can co- 
operate in developing a manpower service program that 
could work at every level of our society. 

To the youth of America, I want to say: “If you seek 
to be uncommon, if you seek to make a difference, if you 
seek to serve, then look around you. Your country needs 
you. Your Nation needs your services. 


“Look at yourselves and then look at our need at this 
very hour for more than 1 million medical and health 
workers in this Nation. Look at our need for more than 
a million teachers and school administrators. Look at 
our need for more than 700,000 welfare and home care 
workers; look at our need for more than 2 million peo- 
ple to help improve our cities. Almost half a million to 
serve in public protection of our homes and our families 
and our children. 

“Look at the Peace Corps which helps abroad, and at 
VISTA which helps at home. Look at the Job Corps— 
when Congress has given us the funds—then we will look 
at the Teachers Corps which will go into our slums and 
teach our young people. 

“Look at the men who penetrate the oceans and who 
fly through the air and who wear the Green Beret and 
who make it possible for you to dissent and who give you 
the liberty and freedom that you so freely exercise. 

“Look in your own neighborhood—at the old who can 
be read to and the young who need attention with Head 
Start while their mothers work. Look at the recrea- 
tion grounds that need supervisors, at the agencies that 
need volunteers, the parks that need attendants. 

“Yes, instead of looking at yourselves, look all around 
you. The sign of your time is need. For while America 
has not ceased to be the land of opportunity to succeed, 
it has also become the land of opportunity to serve.” 

Once, the ancient world accepted the idea that the 
individual was unimportant to the state; most men were 
slaves and vassals. That has changed as the idea has 
increased of the individual’s freedom in a society which 
he serves of his own free will. That is our way today. 
And that is the challenge of your generation. 

It is to go beyond individualism without uprooting the 
individual. It is to build vital communities and neigh- 
borhoods in which men live not by bread alone, but by 
a shared sense of responsibility to one another in freedom 
and security. 

Now there is a place beyond which no government can 
ever reach. At that place we must count on our teachers 
and neighbors and families and friends. What happens 
at that place is going to depend upon private citizens 
serving the public interest by trying to understand each 

other and by trying to help each other. 
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History will ask of this generation what history asks 
of every generation: How large was its vision? How 
clear was its purpose? How genuine was its motivation? 

I believe I know what the verdict will be. For the 
spirit of service, service to humankind, service to our 
fellow man is in our hearts and is abroad in our land. 

I saw it last week in the letter sent to his father by a 
young 20-year-old boy who had volunteered to go to 
Viet-Nam. This is what he wrote: “I had my apart- 
ment in San Francisco, a beautiful girl, a good job; I 
had it made. Well, I finally got my orders and my 
stomach fell out of me. I can’t ever remember being 
so frightened, but the plain fact is that I have to go— 
because I want to go.” 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:08 p.m., e.s.t. As printed above, 
his remarks follow the text released by the White House. 


Port Columbus, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at the Airport. 
September 5, 1966 


Ladies and gentlemen, Mayor Burt, Senator Lausche, 
Congressman Moeller, Congressman Love, Mayor Sen- 
senbrenner, Secretary of Labor Wirtz, Mr. John Bush, 
Chairman of the Interstate Commerce Commission, Mr. 
Frazier Reams, Democratic candidate for Governor, Mr. 
Robert Van Heyde, Mr. Robert Shamansky, ladies and 
gentlemen, boys and girls: 


Two years ago I came to see you in Columbus. I 
asked you for a favor. I asked all of Ohio to give me 
their help. I asked you to help me, to help your coun- 
try, and to help yourself by giving us a great new Con- 
gress in Washington. 

Tonight I have come back here to thank you for doing 
exactly that. In fact, you have given us the greatest 
Congress in the history of this country. When the 89th 
Congress first convened, less than 2 years ago, I went 
before them. 

I spoke of my dream of enlarging the meaning of life 
for every American. To that dream, the Congress added 
substance. It has passed into law more major legislation, 
it has met more national needs, it has disposed of more 
national issues than any five Congresses combined in the 
history of this country. 

There isn’t a single American whose life has not been 
enriched by what this Congress has done. ‘Two years 
ago I asked the Congress for decent health care for our 
elderly people. ‘Tonight they have Medicare. 

Today we launched an all-out attack on heart, cancer, 
and stroke. 


Two years ago I asked for the best education that a 
rich nation could possibly give our young boys and girls. 
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The Congress passed the elementary and secondary 
higher education act for 1965. 

Two years ago your President said that the rights of 
all of our citizens must be protected. Tonight 20 million 
of our Negro fellow citizens have the power of the United 
States Government behind their right to vote for the first 
time in the history of this land. 

Two years ago I said that every American family is 
entitled to a decent home. Tonight we have a revolu- 
tionary new program of housing and rent supplements for 
the needy which is going to bring the whole power of free 
enterprise to bear on this problem. 

Two years ago I said that all Americans are entitled 
to clean water, pure air, parks and open country. To- 
night we are doing more to fight pollution and to bring 
open space to the people of our crowded cities than has 
ever been done in the history of America. 

Two years ago I called for a fair deal for the men and 
the women who grow our food. Tonight we are putting 
more income into the farmer’s pocket than ever before. 
And we are doing it without saddling our taxpayers with 
huge surpluses of unneeded commodities. 

Two years ago I called for the repeal of discriminatory 
immigration laws. ‘Tonight we have an immigration law 
that no longer asks a man, “Where do you come from?” 
It asks, “What can you do?” 

So these are just a few—a dozen or so—of the accom- 
plishments of a hundred or more of the fabulous 89th 
Congress. And the record is not yet closed. 

In the next few days, with your help, with your support, 
with your assistance, and with the help of your Congress- 
men, we will enact into law and I will sign at the White 
House a bill to make all of our highways safer for all of 
you. A bill that will make all the automobiles you drive 
safer for allof you. A bill that will make our minds safer. 
A bill that will build new mass transportation for our 
cities. A bill for our traffic-choked cities. A bill to 
provide a higher minimum wage for the American 
workers who need it most. 

And before this session of Congress comes to an end, 
I hope to sign into law the third historic civil rights bill 
of the Johnson administration. 

So I think you can see we have been busy working for 
you and for your children and for your children’s chil- 
dren. We have been busy working for Akron and for 
Columbus and for all of the other cities in this great 
State. We have been working for all America. 

Now we are going to Lancaster and make the last 
speech of a long, busy day. We have come, we have 
seen, we believe. We know that America is on the 
march. We know that people appreciate prosperity. 
We know that they want better jobs. That they like 
better pay. That they know when they have high wages 
and when they have high employment. And they know 
that their National Government is going to be a gov- 
ernment of the people, a government by the people, and 
most of all, a government for the people. 
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So to Senator Lausche, Congressman Moeller, and the 
other officials with me, I say to the people of Dayton 
where we have come from, to the people of Columbus 
where we are, to the people of Lancaster where we are 
going, that this has been a great and a glorious day in 
beautiful Ohio and we thank you all very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m., e.s.t. As printed above, 
his remarks follow the text released by the White House. 


Lancaster, Ohio 


The President’s Remarks at the Fairfield County 
Fair Grounds. September 5, 1966 


My dear friends of Ohio; Congressman Moeller; Senator 
Lausche; Frazier Reams; John Bush; Virgil Musser; the 
voices of labor who have toured this State with me today, 
Jim Suffridge, Walter Reuther, Joe Keenan, and Al 
Barkin; Mayor Burt. 


I don’t know how to thank you good people for this 
wonderful reception. All Labor Day weekend I have 
traveled over America, and I have been talking about 
America. Everywhere I have repeated a common theme: 

——that our country’s strength lies in the responsibility 

of its citizens; 

—and that our real wealth comes from our sense of 

public service. 


Here in Lancaster tonight, at the end of a long day 
for me, in the rain, it is time to turn to our responsibilities 
abroad. To think for a moment what those 300,000 
men that are defending our liberties out there tonight are 
thinking. 

Our newspapers are filled with reports from Viet-Nam. 
Bulletins from the battlefield fill the air waves, As 
never before, television brings both the bravery and the 
brutality of war right into our homes. 

We are all concerned with this struggle that is going 
on half way around the world. For our men are fighting 
and they are dying tonight for us here in Lancaster. 
And it is right that we keep asking ourselves the basic 
questions about the prospects for peace and about the 
world that our children will inherit. 

I came here to talk to you very briefly about four 
fundamental facts which shape our country’s foreign 
policy? 

First, why are we in Viet-Nam? 

No parent, no wife, no mother, wishes to see her son or 
husband go off to die. No American soldier wants to kill 
or to be killed. No President of the United States wishes 
to send any young man ever into battle. Deep in our 
souls—and deep in our history—is the passion for peace 
in all America. 
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But we must deal with the world as it is and we cannot 
walk away from the simple fact that the peace and secu- 
rity of many nations is threatened if aggressors are per- 
mitted to succeed in a strategic area of the world, if vital 
treaties are broken, and if men and arms are moved 
illegally across international boundaries to conquer and 
gobble up helpless small countries that can’t defend 
themselves. 

Our history offers us many examples. Europe knows 
peace today, Europe is peaceful tonight because free men 
stood firm in Greece and in Berlin. Perhaps it reflects 
poorly on our world that man must fight limited wars to 
keep from fighting larger wars. But that is the condi- 
tion of the world today. Our objective in Viet-Nam is 
very simple: We want the killing to stop and the people of 
Viet-Nam to make their own future in peace. 

The United States of America says tonight that we are 
ready, willing, and anxious to withdraw our troops. And 
we will do so when we have any evidence that aggression 
and infiltration and the war there will end. 

I repeat again, as I have said so many, many, many 
times before: The United States welcomes any effort that 
will persuade the men in Hanoi that this is the right path 
for them and for all humanity. For to stop aggression is 
only the beginning, not the end of our policy. 

We face a second fundamental fact that people have 
other enemies in the world: hunger, diseases, ignorance, 
poverty. 

Here in this hemisphere we are working for a plan to 
defeat all of those enemies. In Asia free nations have 
made remarkable gains. South Korea has moved ahead, 
as has Taiwan, Thailand, the Philippines, Malaysia, and 
Singapore. 

This summer in Washington we met with friends from 
Japan. We have started working together on solving 
problems in all of that area of the world. But the peoples 
of the world tonight want more than security. They 
want more even than economic progress. 

This leads to the third fact of our foreign policy: The 
peoples of other nations want to play a bigger part in run- 
ning their own affairs and in shaping their own destiny. 

Our purpose in promoting a world of regional partner- 
ships is not without self-interest. For as they grow in 
strength inside a strong United Nations, we can look for- 
ward to a decline in the burden that America has had to 
bear this generation. And we can look forward to 
increased growth and stability in each corner of the world. 

But even this will not be enough. For there is a fourth 
fundamental fact if we are to be faithful to a larger vision 
of the world. Beyond the present conflict, we must pre- 
pare for the task of reconciliation which leads to lasting 
peace. 

In Europe, our partnership has been the foundation 
for building bridges to the East. We and our friends 
in Western Europe are ready to move just as fast, just as 
far, as the East is prepared to go in building those bridges 
of friendship. 
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In Asia, we have a similar hope, though tonight it is 
clouded by war and by bitterness. But still we look to 
the day when those on the mainland of China are ready 
to meet us half way, are ready to devote their enormous 
talents and energy to improving the life of their people, 
when they are ready to take their place peacefully as one 
of the major powers of Asia and the world. 

Yes, we in America dream of a world at peace. But 
we also know that the forces that provoke hostility are 
deeply embedded and they are not going to yield quickly 
or easily. 

Yet, day by day, quiet victories are being won on every 
continent. Deep forces for real peace are at work. They 
are working slowly, almost unnoticed, creating the con- 
ditions and institutions of enduring hope. 

If we here in America, living in luxury, in all of our 
prosperity and with all of the many things that we have 
to be thankful for, if we grow tired, if we despair, then 
much will be lost. But if we heed the lessons of the past, 
if we increase the role in international life of compassion 
and cooperation, foresight and reason, self-discipline and 
common sense, of friendship and of firmness, then our 
hope can be practical and our triumphs lasting. 

And those men who fight for us tonight will not have 
died in vain. 

This is my faith: that we, the American people, have 
the courage, have the fortitude, have the patience and the 
persistence to see Viet-Nam through to the end; that we 
shall look forward and not backwards. But when victory 
does come we will review this period of our life as one of 
history’s greatest turning points in the world in which we 
live. 

And I believe just as firmly as I believe anything in the 
world that historians will say of us in the years to come: 
The Americans by their courage and faith, by their love 
of liberty and freedom, preserved liberty and freedom and 
opened the door to peace to all mankind in all countries in 
all lands for all peoples with all religions. 

For so long so many of us have worked to see some of 
the dreams that have come true in recent months. ‘To- 
night as we meet here those who till our soil are prosper- 
ous. The average income per farm when I went to 
Washington was $300 per farm. Tonight it is $5,400 
per farm. 

When I went to Washington in 1932—a year that a 
good many of you may remember but not like to recall— 
the average weekly wage was $18 per week. In terms of 
today’s dollars that is $30 per week. Tonight the aver- 
age weekly wage is $112 per week. 

In the last 6 years our prices have risen 10 percent. 
The folks who do the work at the bottom of the heap in 
all of the services from the charwomen to the janitors to 
the elevator operators have all improved their lot by 
minimum wages and increased wages. 

All of that has gone into our costs. The farmer is 
receiving a little more although tonight he receives only 
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69 percent of what the average factory worker receives. 
He receives a little more than he did get. 

And all of that goes into your milk and your meat and 
your bread and your bacon. That goes up some. Your 
transportation has gone up some. Your services, your 
medical services have gone up some. All of that adds up 
to 10 percent. 

The nearest that any nation has come to us is Ger- 
many. It has gone up just twice as much there, 18 
percent. 

In France and England it has gone up 23 percent. 

In Italy it has gone up 29 percent. 

In Japan it has gone up 40 percent. 

Now we haven't done as good a job as we would 
have liked to have done because we wish it hadn’t gone 
up at all. But while your costs were going up 10 per- 
cent, your wages were going up 18 percent. And you 
had 18 percent more to pay the 10 percent bill with. 

The same thing is true not only of the wage earner but 
of the farmer. Profits have gone up 83 percent. So I say 
to you tonight: Look at your own family. Engage in a 
little introspection and ask yourselves some questions. 

See if you hadn’t rather have high employment, 76 
million people with jobs, unemployment dropping from 
8 percent down to under 4 percent. 

If you hadn't rather have high wages—not $30 a weck 
wages but $112 a week wages; not 3-cent calves, but 
28-cent calves; not burning wheat but getting a pretty 
good price for it—if you hadn’t rather have all those 
things and have some money in your pocket to pay those 
prices with than to have high prices as we had in the 
fifties without the money to meet the bills. 

Now there are some people who are going to find some- 
thing wrong with everything we do. We had problems 
of poverty. We had souplines. We had WPA. We look 
back upon that day without any great pride—and hope 
that it will never happen again. Now, tonight we have 
problems of prosperity. This is no time for us to gnash 
our teeth and divide ourselves and quarrel with our fellow 
man and abuse our neighbor. 

The problems that come with high wages, high prices, 
high employment and high standards of living are here 
and we are going to try to deal with them. But we ought 
to deal with them as intelligent, united Americans. We 
ought not to divide our country. 

In 2% years we have passed 30 bills improving the 
health, education, and the conservation of the people of 
this country. We have had the finest Congress that was 
ever elected in the 89th Congress. 

I didn’t say what Mr. Truman said about the 80th 
Congress. He said it was a do-nothing, no-good Con- 
gress. I didn’t say that. I said this was the finest Con- 
gress that had ever been elected. And I didn’t say just 
the Democrats were fine. I said the finest Congress. But 
I would have to admit that we have all of the other kind 
that we need right now. 


So when they ask about my political philosophy I say: 
I am a free man, first. I am an American, second. I 
am a public servant, third. And I am a Democrat, 
fourth—in that order. 

I haven't come all the way out here to complain. I 
have come to thank you. 

I haven't come all the way out here to vilify. 
come to tell you how blessed I think we are. 

To the people who put these signs up, to the folks who 
had the posters, to all the folks who showed us a happy 
smile and gave us a warm hand today, I want to say to 
you that I shall return to your Capital tonight stronger 
and I hope wiser for having come your way. 

I am going to do everything that I can in the days 
ahead to keep prosperity at home and to bring peace to 
the world. I am going to try to be fair to my fellow 
man. I am going to try not to be bitterly partisan. 

I think the other man has about as good motives and 
hopes as I have. All I am going to say to you is: You 
go home tonight and talk to your wife and to your chil- 
dren and to your family and don’t feel sorry for yourself. 
Don’t become a martyr. Don’t complain about every- 
one around you. Think about how much better a world 
we are living in than our fathers lived in. Think about 
the sacrifices that our pioneer grandfathers and grand- 
mothers made. Count your blessings and then say to 
yourselves: “I am going to do what is best for my 
country.” 


I have 


I leave that judgment up to you. And when you do 
what is best for your country, you will do what is best 
for me. 

Thank you and goodnight. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:40 p.m., e.s.t., at the Fairfield 
County Fair Grounds, Lancaster, Ohio. As printed above, his 
remarks follow the text released by the White House. 


Travel Expenses of VA Claimants 
and Beneficiaries 


Announcement of Executive Order 11302. 
September 6, 1966 


President Johnson today issued an Executive ordet 
establishing regulations for the payment of travel expenses 
to or from a Veterans Administration facility or other 
place in connection with vocational rehabilitation or 
counseling or for the purpose of examination, treatment, 
or care. 

Today’s Executive order revises the provisions of Execu- 
tive Order No. 11142 to reflect the changes made by 
Public Law 89-455, approved on June 18, 1966, amend- 
ing section 111(b) of title 38, United States Code. As 
modified by today’s Executive order, in addition to the 
current authority to pay the mileage allowance paid in lieu 
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of actual travel expenses prior to the completion of travel 
of eligible beneficiaries with respect to (1) the round-trip 
local travel expenses; (2) the expense of hiring an auto- 
mobile or ambulance; and (3) the fee authorized for the 
service of anon-VA employee attendant. 

These changes will result in savings to the Government 
by eliminating correspondence and paperwork, and 
simplifying administrative and fiscal procedures, but, in 
addition, should improve relations between the Govern- 
ment and VA beneficiaries. 


Travel Expenses of VA Claimants 
and Beneficiaries 


Executive Order 11302. September 6, 1966 


PRESCRIBING REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ALLOW- 
ANCE OF TRAVEL EXPENSES OF CLAIMANTS AND 
BENEFICIARIES OF THE VETERANS’ ADMINISTRATION 
AND THEIR ATTENDANTS 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by Section 111 
of Title 38 of the United States Code, as amended by the 
Act of June 18, 1966 (Public Law 89-455), it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs may 
authorize or approve the payment of the actual necessary 
expenses of travel, including lodging and subsistence, of 
any claimant or beneficiary of the Veterans’ Administra- 
tion traveling to or from a Veterans’ Administration facil- 
ity, or other place, in connection with vocational rehabil- 
itation or counseling, or for the purpose of examination, 
treatment, or care. The Administrator may authorize 
or approve such payment to the claimant or beneficiary, 
or, in his discretion, to the person who or the organiza- 
tion which has actually paid the expenses of such travel, 
including lodging and subsistence. 

Sec. 2. The Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs may au- 
thorize or approve in lieu of actual necessary expenses of 
travel, including lodging and subsistence, payment of an 
allowance of not more than five cents a mile to any claim- 
ant or beneficiary of the Veterans’ Administration travel- 
ing to or from a Veterans’ Administration facility, or other 
place, in connection with vocational rehabilitation or 
counseling, or for the purpose of examination, treatment, 
or care. In addition to such mileage allowance, the 
Administrator may allow reimbursement for the actual 
cost of ferry fares, and bridge, road, and tunnel tolls. In 
his discretion, the Administrator may authorize or approve 
such payment and such reimbursement to the person who 
or the organization which has actually paid the expenses 
of such travel, including lodging and subsistence. 

Sec. 3. Whenever a claimant or beneficiary requires an 
attendant other than an employee of the Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration for the performance of travel specified in 
Sections 1 and 2 hereof, the travel expenses of such attend- 
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ant may be allowed in the same manner and to the same 
extent that travel expenses are allowed to such claimant or 
beneficiary. 

Sec. 4. Payment of the following expenses or allowances 
in connection with vocational rehabilitation, counseling, 
or upon termination of examination, treatment, or care, 
may be made before the completion of travel: 

a. The mileage allowance and fare and tolls authorized 
by Section 2 hereof. 

b. Actual local travel expenses. 

c. The expense of hiring an automobile or ambulance, 
or the fee authorized for services of a non-employce 
attendant. 

Sec. 5. The Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs may 
prescribe such rules and regulations not inconsistent here- 
with as may be necessary to effectuate the provisions of 
this order. 

Sec. 6. Executive Order No. 11142 of February 12, 
1964, is hereby superseded. 

Lynpvon B. Jounson 
The White House 
September 6, 1966 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1:24 p.m., 
September 6, 1966] 


Government Organization and 
Employees 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Revising and Codifying the Government’s Personnel 
Legislation. September 6, 1966 


Eleven years ago, the Hoover Commission recom- 
mended that we bring all the laws governing Federal 
employees into a single, logical, easily understandable 
code. 

That wasa large order. There were some, in fact, who 
said it would be easier to map the moon. 

I am happy to report that, for once, the lawyers are 
ahead of the scientists. ‘They have already done for our 
complicated personnel laws what the scientists are trying 
to do for the moon: they have given us the big picture. 

The overlap, the duplication, the inconsistencies, the 
double exposures have been eliminated. 

We have the total picture. That picture extends from 
the Revised Statutes of 1874, through the Civil Service 
Act of 1883 and to all the Civil Service laws passed over 
the last 80 years. For the first time, we can have a clear 
and well-defined picture of all our laws affecting training, 
pay, vacations and sick leave, employee insurance, and 
all the other matters so important to Government em- 
ployces and their families. 

It has taken more than a decade to assemble that pic- 
ture, and it has taken the work of many dedicated and 
talented people. Chairman Macy tells me that in his 
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nearly 25 years in the Federal Government, he has seen 
no better example of wholehearted cooperation among 
all the many agencies which worked on this project. 
That includes the Civil Service Commission itself, every 
one of our departments and agencies, and the capable 
staffs and members of both the House and Senate Com- 
mittees on the Judiciary. 

This bill is a milestone in Federal personnel adminis- 
tration. It is a single package of clear-cut law that is 
vital to efficient Government operations. It is also a 
document of personal concern to our Government em- 
ployees and their families. 

So I am particularly pleased that the drafters of this 
document kept in mind the worker and his livelihood. 
They wrote in words that will be readily understandable 
to the more than two million men and women who make 
up our Federal Government. 

This codification I am about to sign is only part of a 
larger task. ‘There are many other similar jobs to be 
done. But the one we are signing here today sets a 
standard of excellence for all of us to imitate. It shows 
what can be done, and I hope that everyone confronted 
with a similar task will use it as his model. 
note: The bill revising, codifying, and enacting into positive law 
existing legislation relating to Government organization and to its 


civilian officers and employees is Public Law 89-554 (5 U.S.C.; 80 
Stat. 378). 


National Civil Air Patrol Day 


Proclamation 3742. September 6, 1966 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Wuereas December 1, 1966, marks the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Civil Air Patrol; and 

Wuereas the Civil Air Patrol has since its inception 
worked devotedly and with distinction for the develop- 
ment of aviation and the maintenance of air supremacy; 
and 

Wuereas the civilian volunteers of the Civil Air Patrol 
have given unstintingly of their time, their skills, their per- 
sonal resources, and even their lives—most notably in the 
performance of search and rescue missions—to assist in 
meeting local and national emergencies and disasters; and 

Wurreas the Civil Air Patrol provides an outstanding 
example of the voluntary contribution of private citizens 
to the public welfare; and 

Wuereas the Congress has chartered the Civil Air 
Patrol, and has designated it as a volunteer civilian aux- 
iliary of the United States Air Force; and 

WHEREAS it is appropriate that public recognition be 
given to the invaluable service voluntarily rendered to this 
Nation by the Civil Air Patrol: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, LyNpoNn B. Jonson, President 
of the United States of America, do hereby designate De- 
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cember 1, 1966, as National Civil Air Patrol Day; and I 
call upon all of our citizens to observe that day with 
ceremonies and activities appropriate to the silver anniver- 
sary of the Civil Air Patrol. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Seal of the United States of America to 
be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this sixth day of Sep- 

tember in the year of our Lord nineteen hun- 
[seAL] dred and sixty-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hundred 
and ninety-first. 
Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
By the President: 
‘Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:19 a.m., 
September 8, 1966] 


Independent Offices 
Appropriations Bill 


Statement by the President on the Rent Supplements 
Program Provision Upon Signing the Bill. 
September 7, 1966 


I have waited for this moment for 35 years. There 
are many provisions in the appropriations bill we are 
signing today. But the most farreaching, and the one 
which gives the most satisfaction to me, is the provision of 
funds for our rent supplements program. 

As a young Congressman from Texas, I helped to secure 
the Nation’s first public housing project for my neighbors 
back home. President Roosevelt signed that bill into law 
almost 30 years ago—and it was a proud moment in my 
life. 

But this is a prouder moment. What we then sought 
for poor families in Austin, Tex., we now seek for poor 
families all over America, and this bill gives us power to 
act. 

I believe that this program represents the single most 
important breakthrough in the history of public housing. 
No housing program ever devised by this Government 
has been so well suited to a nation dedicated to free 
enterprise. 

The rent supplement program will encourage hun- 
dreds of private organizations and hundreds of private 
builders to provide housing for the poor. Its success will 
be a tribute to the economic system which has made us 
the richest, most powerful nation within the memory of 
man. 


—Our conscience tells us that the wealthiest nation on 
earth must help its elderly, its handicapped, and its 
poor to live with decency, and dignity, and hope— 
not with a handout but with a helping hand. 
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—Our experience tells us that the most efficient way to 
do this is by tapping the resources of the same free 
enterprise which made us great. 


That is what this rent supplement program is all about, 
and the Congress agreed with our goals. But when the 
time came to provide the funds for this program, some of 
the old voices of doubt and misunderstanding that greeted 
Franklin Roosevelt and me 30 years ago were raised once 
again in the land. 

There were allegations. There were insinuations. 
There were doubts. And so, for many, many months, 
we had the acceptance, we had the authority—we had 
everything but the money. And in Government, as every- 
one in this room well knows, the difference between a 
good idea and a program is the dollar sign. We persisted 
and we persevered. We finally got that signed last May. 
We got $12 million. 

Let me tell you what we've done. In just 3 months 
we have already set aside more than $6!/2 million to create 
homes for 10,600 families in 87 cities and 32 States. 

I am especially pleased that we are able to release 
today the names of rent supplement projects in 22 cities 
not previously announced. These new programs literally 
span the country from Falmouth, Mass., to Kalamazoo, 
Mich., to Mesquite, Tex., and San Diego, Calif. People 
will be helped in small towns and big cities, alike, and 
by sponsors ranging from commercial builders to religious 
groups, fraternal organizations, and labor unions. 

With this bill the Congress has increased our power 
to enlarge this promise to the amount of $32 million. 
This means that not 10,000 but 53,000 families can now 
give their children a rain-free roof and a rat-proof bed- 
room. It means that more than 50,000 city children 
can come off the streets at night, because they have a 
decent home to come to. 


I call this an investment in America’s future. Those 
children are going to grow up. They are going to be- 
come the citizens and the leaders of tomorrow. And 
more of them are going to carry hope in their hearts, in- 
stead of hate and frustration, because of what we do 
today. 

I call this an investment because we get back far more 
than we put in. If the Congress gives us the money it 
has already authorized us to spend, we will have $150 
million to use for this program over the next 4 years. And 
$150 million of tax money should bring over $3 billion of 
private capital into the construction of homes and apart- 
ments for underprivileged families. ‘Thus, for every dol- 
lar of the taxpayer’s money, we will be getting $20 of 
private investment, to help solve an acute social problem. 

If there is any more American way for dealing with the 
American problem I do not know what it might be. 


—We are going to have homes built by private builders. 
—We are going to encourage poor families to better 
themselves, instead of penalizing them for success. 
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—We are going to give our old people a chance to 

decide where they want to live. 

I have never signed a bill which gives me more satis- 
faction. It represents everything I have believed in 
during all my 35 years in public office. _ It is a clear-eyed 
but compassionate solution to a pressing national problem. 

Because it is all those things—and because our Nation 
has waited so long for just this action—I am both proud 
and humble to sign this measure into law. 


RENT SUPPLEMENT RESERVATIONS SUBSEQUENT TO JUNE 30, 1966 


State and City Sponsor 
Massachusetts: 
I tiaras Maurry Simon. 
ranean... Cape Cod Union Church Home. 
Connccticut: 
Farmington_______- First Church of Christ. 
New York: 
a Roger Shaefer. 
New Jersey: 
Se eee S & H Berger. 
Atlantic City______-_ M. Livett. 
District of Columbia: 
Washington_______- PITCH. 
Indiana: 
South Bend_____-~- First Community Development Corp. 
Columbia... Eastgate Realty Corp. 
Evansville_________ St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
Towa: 
Cedar Rapids_____-_ Cedar Rapids Housing Corp. 
Michigan: 
Kalamazoo —____~-- Kalamazoo Housing Development Corp. 
TRING oon ee St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
Minnesota: 
3) | nee Dayton Avenue Presbyterian Church. 
Ohio: 
Cleveland 2... Zaremba & Sons. 
eee ere ae Congressional Christian Church. 
Louisiana: 
Baton Rouge____-_-~- Leroy Cobb Apartments. 
Westwego_________ Internl. Dir. Ind., Inc. 
Texas: 
eS nes Prime Hall Masons. 
re Import Homes, Inc. 
California: 
San Diego__-______ St. Paul Methodist Church. 
Nevada: 
| eee eee eee Joseph F. McDonald. 


NoTE: As enacted, the Independent Offices Appropriations Bill 
(H.R.14921) is Public Law 89-555. 


Department of Agriculture and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act of 1967 


Statement by the President Upon Signing the Bill, 
Including His Objections to Certain Provisions. 
September 8, 1966 


I have signed H.R. 14596—the Department of Agri- 
culture and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 1967. 
With the funds in this bill, we can move ahead to 
bring a better life to farmers and to improve conditions 
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in rural areas. We can continue to help the developing 
nations help themselves in our common war against 
world famine and hunger. 

I am deeply disturbed, however, about three provisions 
in this measure. 

First, the bill adds $312.5 million of appropriations to 
the total requested in my budget. 

In its appropriation actions, the Congress often adds 
to or reduces specific items proposed in the President’s 
budget. While the President may not always agree with 
the changes, this is a proper exercise of congressional 
prerogative. 

In this case, however, the total of appropriations 
effectively provided in the bill—after taking into account 
both increases and decreases—is $312.5 million above my 
budget request. During a period when we are making 
every effort to moderate inflationary pressures, this degree 
of increase is, I believe, most unwise. 

Rather than veto this bill and add still further to an 
already crowded congressional calendar, I intend to exer- 
cise my authority to control expenditures. I will reduce 
expenditures for the programs covered by this bill in an 
attempt to avert expending more in the coming year than 
provided in the budget. 

I will exert such control in an even manner, reducing 
selectively both those items which the Gongress has added 
to my budget and items which I myself have proposed. 

In this way, we can fulfill our pledge to the American 
people to combat inflation and to maintain a healthy and 
flourishing economy. 

Second, the bill contains a provision that would auto- 
matically bar any needy nation from receiving U.S. food 
aid for its poor and starving people if that nation engages 
in any trade or shipping with North Viet-Nam. 

This absolute bar goes far beyond a measured response 
to the problem, for such transactions by countries receiv- 
ing our food aid are currently very small. It is incon- 
sistent with the humanitarian and foreign policy goals of 
the Food for Freedom program. It will tie the hands of 
this administration and succeeding administrations. 

Third, there is a provision in this bill which restricts 
the authority of the President in proposing a financial plan 
for agricultural research in the fiscal year 1968 budget. 

The provision thus clearly intrudes upon the Executive 
function of preparing the annual budget. In develop- 
ing the budget for fiscal 1968, I will give careful con- 
sideration to the views of Congress expressed in this act— 
but I will propose an agricultural research program de- 
signed and financed to make the best possible use of the 
resources available to us at the time. 


Note: As enacted, the Department of Agriculture and Related 


Agencies Appropriations Act of 1967 (H.R. 14596) is Public Law 
89-556. 
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Urban Mass Transportation Act 


The President’s Remarks at the Signing Ceremony 
in the Cabinet Room. September 8, 1966 


Secretary Weaver, Senator Williams, Senator Long, 
Chairman Patman, Congressman Reuss, other distin- 
guished members of the Senate Banking and Currency 
Committee, members of the House Banking and Cur- 
rency Commitice, distinguished Mayors, my friends, 
ladies and gentlemen: 


When I consider the problems this bill is trying to 
cope with, I am thankful that I work at home—except on 
Saturdays. 

Several million Americans ought to be, and I think 
will be, very grateful to this 89th Congress for this 
legislation. 

The Members of this Congress have renewed our attack 
on the most familiar symbol of modern urban civiliza- 
tion—the traffic jam. They have renewed our deter- 
mination to do something about that daily horror that is 
broadcast to us from the helicopters flying in the air every 
morning and afternoon known as the “rush hour.” 

They have affirmed the right of every man to get to 
his job in a reasonable time, at a reasonable cost. 

We are a nation of travelers. You cannot write our 
history without devoting chapters to the pony express, the 
stagecoach, the railroad, the automobile, the airplane. 

In the last 2 years, we have committed $10 billion to 
our roads and highways. Billions more have been dedi- 
cated to our airports and harbors and rivers. Other bil- 
lions have gone into the exploration of space. We are 
sending astronauts into orbit at 18,000 miles an hour. 
When that possibility was discussed a few years ago, 
people laughed at me. It almost broke up a Democratic 
caucus one time and today we are putting cameras on the 
moon. 

Yet, until 1964, the Federal Government did little or 
nothing to help the urban commuter. The Urban Mass 
Transportation Act of 1964 was the first national recogni- 
tion of the daily trials faced by the 70 percent of our 
population who live in the cities of this country. 

Our overburdened and underfinanced mass transporta- 
tion systems were nearing paralysis. In 20 years, no other 
country in the world allowed its passenger 1ail service in 
urban areas to deteriorate as badly as ours and we are 
the richest, most powerful, and most technically ad- 
vanced nation on earth. 

Through the Mass Transportation Act of 1964, we 
have moved to relieve the choking traffic which robbed 
us of time, energy, and dollars. That act committed us 
to better systems for getting our people to work and home 
again, with speed, safety, economy, and comfort. 

Two years have proved its worth. In some communi- 
ties—such as Albuquerque, and Terre Haute, Indiana— 
the Mass Transportation Act of 1964 has helped save 
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public transportation systems which might otherwise have 
been shut down. 

Twenty-seven States have become partners in the mass 
transit program we began only 2 years ago. Fifty-six 
urban areas have already benefited. Projects have been 
financed in places as large as New York and as small as 
Kenner, Louisiana. 

The act we sign this morning extends the program to 
help public and private transportation companies im- 
prove existing facilities and add some new services. 

It makes funds available for research and development. 


It provides fellowships to encourage young men and 
young women to train as experts in mass transportation. 

In the next 40 years, we must completely renew our 
cities. The alternative is disaster. Gaping needs must 
be met in health, in education, in job opportunities, in 
housing. 

And not a single one of these needs can be fully met 
until we rebuild our mass transportation systems. 


The $300 million provided in this bill for 1968 and 
1969 will not solve our urban transportation problems. 
But it will help us in planning and help us in trying 
to meet the desperate emergencies that come up. Its 


real value will be in helping our cities to find their own 
solutions. 


The problem of getting in and out of New York City 


must be solved not here in the White House in Washing- 
ton but in New York City. This is true for Boston or 
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Philadelphia or Los Angeles. But we can, and we will, 
help with funds and counsel. 

The bill before us today will provide more funds. 

And before I sign this bill, I would like you to meet 
the man who will help give the expert advice—Mr. Leo J. 
Cusick. Mr. Cusick rose from railroad brakeman to the 
highest operating post of the New York City Transit 
Authority. Today, I am appointing him Deputy Assist- 
ant Secretary in the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development in charge of making this bill work. 

If he doesn’t make it work, I hope that Chairman 
Robertson of the Senate Banking and Currency Commit- 
tee and Chairman Patman of the House Banking and 
Currency Committee will have some consultations with 
him. Also you men who have pioneered in this field— 
Senator Williams and Senator Long, and the rest of you. 

To do any job of national importance requires three 
things: men of vision to perceive a problem; legislators 
with the power and judgment to prescribe a remedy; and 
finally, administrators with the skill to replace problems 
with programs. 

Today we are fortunate to have gathered all three of 
these in one place. 


I welcome you here—and I welcome the opportunity 
to sign this bill into law. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. As enacted, the Urban Mass Transportation Act 
amendments (S. 3700) is Public Law 89-562. 

As printed above, the remarks follow the text released by the 
White House. 





VISIT OF GENERAL NE WIN OF BURMA 


Remarks of President Johnson and General Ne Win at the Welcoming 


Ceremony. September 8, 1966 


THe Preswent. Your Excellency, Madame Ne Win, distinguished 


guests: 


It is a very great pleasure for me to welcome you here to the 


White House today. 


I know, Mr. Chairman, that you and Madame Ne Win are not 
strangers in this country. This visit will provide the opportunity to 
renew old friendships as well as make new ones. 

This occasion has a special significance, for it is the first visit to 
the United States by a Chief of State of Burma. We greet you today 
as the leader of a nation with a long and proud history and a rich cultural 
heritage. We are delighted that you can be here with us. 

We have watched with great interest your country’s struggle for 
independence—a struggle to which you have devoted your entire life. 

Mr. Chairman, your views and opinions are valued here. And I 
look forward with anticipation to the next 2 days to discuss many matters 
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of interest and concern to the people of the world and particularly to 
our two countrics. 

The world knows and appreciates Burma’s dedication to peace and 
to the right of all nations to decide their own destinies. 

Your country’s consistent support of the United Nations, your sign- 
ing of the limited test ban treaty, and your participation in the 18-Nation 
Disarmament Conference all demonstrate this dedication. They reflect 
your country’s dedication to peace and international order—qualities 
which you have shared with the world through the distinguished and 
devoted service of U Thant as Secretary General of the United Nations. 

Under your leadership Burma has followed an independent foreign 
policy designed to serve your country’s national interests. Burma has 
sought nothing from its neighbors but to be left in peace and to develop 
as it sees fit. This is a policy which we in the United States understand. 
For the right of people to choose their own form of development has 
been a fundamental principle of United States policy—a deeply held 
article of national faith for 200 years. 

We had the good fortune to grow from a handful of isolated colonies 
to a position of great responsibility in the world. We did not deliberately 
seek this position; in a real sense the force of history shaped it for us. 
We have the duty not only to strive to achieve justice and a better life 
for all of our own people and the people of the world, but we also have 
the responsibility to use our strength to help others to protect their right 
to live and develop in peace. 

Nowhere in the world today are the burdens and responsibilities 
which our position has thrust upon us heavier or more difficult for us 
than in southeast Asia. 

Mr. Chairman, our goal in southeast Asia is a simple one. We 
want the countries in that area to have the opportunity to develop in 
peace. We want them to be able to prosper free from outside inter- 
ference or aggression. 

We look forward to the day when the energy and resources now 
being used in conflict can be used instead in a great cooperative effort 
to create a better life for all of the peoples of that area. 

This is America’s hope, Mr. Chairman. This is our dream. This 
is our goal. That day cannot come too soon for us. 

Finally, I want to express my very sincere hope that the friendship 
between our two peoples—based upon mutual understanding and 
appreciation—will grow steadily through the coming years. 

Mrs. Johnson and I are very pleased to extend a very warm welcome 
to you, your lovely wife, and your distinguished party to Washington 
and the United States. 

GENERAL NE Win. Mr. President, first of all, may I express to 
you and Mrs. Johnson and to the American people our heartfelt thanks 
for the warm welcome extended to me and my wife and the members 
of my party. 

I have come to Washington on a mission of friendship and good will. 
I have great pleasure in conveying the warm greetings and sincere good 
wishes of the Union of Burma to the people of the United States of 
America. 

It is my fervent hope that my visit will promote greater under- 
standing between our two peoples and strengthen the bonds which bind 
our two countries in cordial friendship. 
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I have looked forward to meeting you, Mr. President, and other 
American leaders, because I am convinced that such personal contacts 
will serve to create a better understanding and appreciation of each 
other and thereby enable us to cooperate fruitfully in the common task 
of building a peaceful and prosperous world. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House 
where General Ne Win was given a formal welcome with full military honors. As 
printed above, the remarks follow the text released by the White House. 








THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE 
OF SEPTEMBER 8, 1966 


STATEMENTON THE MESSAGE ON FiscAt Pouicy 


THE Present. I have conferred with the leadership during the last 
few days, and as recently as the hour. I am sending to the Congress 
this afternoon a message on fiscal policy. That message is or will be 
available to you. 


I will be glad to summarize briefly the recommendations we are 
making there. I will take any questions on that or on any other subject 
that may interest you. 


ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN BY THE ADMINISTRATION 


First, we state to the Congress that the administration is doing 
three things: 


Review of Appropriation Bills and Spending 


First, we are reviewing very carefully at the present time the 
appropriation bills that have reached us. There are some three or four 
of them that are being examined. There are some eight appropriation 
bills that have not yet cleared through the Congress. We do not know 
what they will contain. 

We are asking the executive branch to carefully review their appro- 
priations that have been received and make recommendations as to the 
low priority items that can be eliminated. We have given a target goal, 
as you will observe in the message. 

When and as we receive the other eight appropriations bills, we 
will go through the same procedure. 

We are hoping that in light of this message, and the prudent 
attention and consideration that the Congress will be giving the remain- 
ing eight bills, that they will be somewhere in reasonable proximity to 
the budget and the request that I made earlier, namely, a budget of 
$112 billion 800 million. 

But until they reach me, I have no way of knowing how much 
the cost of government is likely to be next year. When they do reach 
me, we will review them and see how much we can eliminate and see 
where that leaves us. 
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Then we will ask General Westmoreland, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
and Mr. McNamara to carefully review the situation at that time and 
to make any recommendations they may feel are required along the line 
of a supplemental. I am informed that they will try to make some 
estimates when we call upon them after we get the remaining 
appropriation bills. 

Now, in the meantime, we are going to reduce all we can as the 
appropriation bills get to us by impounding, by postponing, by stretching 
out, by every legitimate means available to us, the low priority items. 


Sale of Government Securities 


Second, we are asking the Secretary of the Treasury to ask each 
agency with which the Government is affiliated to present him, and the 
Secretary will present to me, any securities that they anticipate selling 
between now and the first of the year. 

That will be Import-Export, Federal Land Bank, Federal Home 
Loan Bank participations, and the other items of that nature, so that 
we can coordinate those sales and attempt to eliminate from the market 
as much of the Federal demand as possible. 

The Secretary will give you the details of that in the next day or two. 


Interest Rates 


Third, we are asking the Federal Reserve, and the large commercial 
banks, in the light of the action we are taking, to slow down the Federal 
Government’s demand and prune our appropriations and adopt sound 
fiscal policy, to see if they can’t use their good offices to help us lower 
interest rates, and to handle the credit situation that confronts them. 

So there will be three things: the Federal Reserve, the sale of 
Government securities, and the withholding of appropriations which the 
administration has undertaken. 


} SUSPENSION OF INVESTMENT CREDIT AND ACCELERATED DEPRECIATION 
PROVISIONS 


There will be two things we ask of the Congress: first, to make 
inoperative the investment credit provision of the law that pays 7 percent 
| on purchases of equipment and investments. 

Second, to suspend and make inoperative for a period of 16 months 
the accelerated depreciation provided by law. 

We do not anticipate that either of these measures will bring great 
revenue to the Treasury. But we do have an accelerated boom that 
we think could be held back and cooled off if we said to the people now 
purchasing equipment and getting a bonus to do it: “We won't give 
you a bonus to do what we don’t want you to do. But if you will 
withhold your orders and can withhold them until January 1968, then 
the investment credit will be operative again and you can get it.” 





SOME EXAMPLES OF CURRENT ECONOMIC PRESSURES 


Just to give you background before your questions, some of the 
illustrations of what happens here are: Our plant and equipment 
| investments are up 17 percent this year over last year. We have a survey 

this week from Commerce and the SEC showing that there is no weak- 
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ening in the investment boom despite the tight money and despite the 
discouraging stock market. 

It was anticipated that, if money became tight and they raised the 
rate, people would be reluctant to borrow it. But it not only hasn’t 
cooled off, it is up about $100 million. 

Last week’s NICB survey showed capital appropriations still rising, 
with the second quarter up 10 percent over the first. 

The order backlog for machinery is up 29 percent in the last 12 
months. The backlog of machine tool orders is now 10 months. 

The unemployment rate in machinery industry is an amazingly low 
1.9 percent. 

The average workweek in machinery is 44 hours—the longest of 
any manufacturing industry. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics reports persistent and intensifying 
labor shortages in machinery industry. 


Press reports on bonuses given to workers who recruit new machin- 
ists; guarantees of 8 overtime hours a week; women recruited for 
traditionally male jobs. 

And the prices of metal working machinery are rising at a 7 percent 
annual rate in 1966. 

The pressure on the credit market, the net external funds raised by 
the corporate sector, is up 26 percent in the first half of 1966 versus 1965. 

The net corporate bond issues are up 82 percent in the same period. 
The bank loans to business are up 22 percent in the first 7 months. 


These funds are diverted from mortgage and home building and are 
going into bank loans. 


The effects of the suspension will be mostly to reduce order backlogs 
and price pressures, rather than real growth capacity. There are plenty 
of incentives to continue desirable investments. Reduction in pressures 
on existing capacity will far outweigh any slowing of capacity. 


THE INVESTMENT TAX CREDIT AND THE BALANCE OF PAYMENTS 


As to the effect on the balance of payments from °62 through °64 
of the investment tax credit, obviously it helped the balance of payments, 
but it is now hurting. 

In the first half of 1966 the imports of capital equipment were up 
44 percent. Imports of metalworking machinery are up 89 percent. 
Because of the great backlog here, we are importing them and they are 
taking our dollars there. 

Imports of textile machinery are up 71 percent. The excess demand 
for machinery is also affecting exports. So far this year the foreign 
orders for U.S. machine tools are up 39 percent. But foreign shipments 
are down 17 percent because the export orders went to the bottom of 
the pile, because of the great domestic demand for them. 

So it is our view and our hope that this will cool that situation and 


be helpful. 


SUSPENSION OF ACCELERATED DEPRECIATION PROVISION 


As to the accelerated depreciation on structures, the same general 
reasons apply to it as apply to the investment credit. The additional 
special reason includes release of funds and resources for housing. If 
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funds are not going into big buildings, and if the insurance companies do 
not lend for these big buildings, they can lend for more needed housing. 

The price of nonresidential construction rose 3449 percent in 1965. 
It is now at the annual rate of 4.7. This is putting great pressure on 
material prices, the current prices of cement and copper and other things. 
It also adds pressure on construction wages. 

We will ask the Congress—and I am informed that they will give 
the matter prompt consideration—to give us legislation in two fields: 
to suspend the investment credit and the accelerated depreciation. We 
will take two or three other steps ourselves, 


QUESTIONS 
INSTALLMENT PURCHASES; CONSUMER CREDIT 


Q. Mr. President, we have just had an opportunity to 
skim through your message. I wonder, sir, if you have 
anything in here, or do you have any thoughts, on what 
to do about installment credit, that is, consumer credit. 

Tue Preswent. We have no recommendations. We 
have nothing in the message which pertains to that. 


POSSIBILITY OF TAX INCREASE 


Q. Mr. President, in your message to Congress you 
mentioned that further long-range actions may be neces- 
sary. Could that include raising corporation and per- 
sonal income taxes? 

Tue Present. We have no idea how much it will 
take to operate the Government next year. We are tak- 
ing in more money this year, at the present rate, than we 
are spending. What happens from here on will depend 
on two things primarily. 

One is the remaining eight appropriation bills; and 
the other the Defense supplemental bill. We do not 
guess or speculate on that because if we went up to ask 
for any additional tax measure of any kind, the first thing 
the chairman tells me he will ask me is, ““How much do 
you want? What do you want it for?” He said, “How 
can you tell that until you get your appropriation bills 
and tell me how much you will need?” 


TIMING OF CONGRESSIONAL ACTION ON MESSAGE 


Q. Mr. President, do you expect Chairman Mills to 
react sympathetically to this particular group of proposals? 

Tue Preswent. I would suggest that you talk to 
Chairman Mills about his reaction. We have made our 
recommendations. 

Q. Sir, have you any assurances or understandings 
about the early holding of hearings by the Ways and 
Means Committee on this proposal? 

Tue Presment. I believe that they will get to it as 
soon as possible. I would think at an early date. But 


I would prefer those announcements come from the Hill, 
for obvious reasons. 


HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ACTION ON FOREIGN AID 
APPROPRIATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, yesterday, the House Appropria- 
tions Subcommittee cut rather substantially the foreign 
aid appropriations. Would this be one of the appropria- 
tions that you prefer not to be cut? 

THE PresweENT. I have not seen the action on foreign 
aid. And we do not refer to it specifically in this message. 

I would have to study it. I think it would be prema- 
ture to conclude what will be in that appropriation bill 
until it finishes in the Senate and in conference. 

I frequently read where I am rebuffed on one vote, 
and they give me more than I asked on the next vote. So 
let us try to wait until that time. 


LOW PRIORITY SPENDING 


Q. Mr. President, can you give us any idea of some 
of these low priority projects that you will consider 
cutting? 

Tue PresweNnt. No. We are having the appropri- 
ation bills examined now. As soon as we reach a deci- 
sion they will be announced. 


ANTICIPATED RESULTS OF THE PROPOSALS IN THE 
MESSAGE 


Q. Mr. President, is there any way that you can give 
us an idea of the specifics of what this action will take 
out of the economy in the way of dollars or percentages of 
increase? 

Tue Presiwent. That would depend entirely on the 
individual. Some fellows that are building a big plant 
will go on building it anyway. Others will say, “If I 
can postpone it a year I can get 7 percent, and I will 
wait.” 

We know only this: that we will not be providing a 


bonus to someone to build something we don’t want 
built. 


Q. Have you evaluated the possible political conse- 
quences of this action? 

Tue Preswent. No. I have been busy enough try- 
ing to get the recommendations up there. I would think 
that anything that is good for the country is good 
politically. And I believe this to be in the best interests 
of the country. 
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EXTENT OF TREASURY AUTHORITY WITHOUT CONGRES- 
SIONAL ACTION 


Q. Mr. President, does the Treasury have authority 
now to cut the depreciation allowances on its own motion 
without action by Congress? 

Tue Preswent. They can make adjustments in ac- 
celerated depreciation. But the experts felt that in order 
to suspend it as we are doing we should have the author- 
ity of the Congress. 

Q. Will the Treasury wait until Congress acts? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 


THE STOCK MARKET 


Q. Mr. President, could you give us your observations 
on what you think is specifically troubling the stock 
market? 

Tue Present. No. 


THE NEED FOR FURTHER ACTION 


Q. Mr. President, do you know when in calendar terms 
you will be able to tell when further action is necssary? 

Tue Present. I don’t know that any further ac- 
tion will be necessary. 

Q. Do you know when you will be able to decide? 

Tue Preswenrt. If you tell me when the appropria- 
tion bills will come, it will be shortly thereafter. I don’t 
think that the Members know themselves when they will 
get the appropriation bills. 


A good many of the authorizations haven't passed yet. 
There are eight or nine of them that have yet to be acted 
on. Some measures like Defense have passed both 
Houses. Senator Russell has one viewpoint on the Na- 
tional Guard and the Reserves and the House has another 
viewpoint. 

When they resolve that difference, I guess your experi- 
ence around town is probably as good as mine on when 
they will agree to that. 


LOW PRIORITY SPENDING 


Q. Mr. President, I believe you used the word “im- 
pound” a while ago. Could you tell me specifically what 
bill you had in mind? 

Tue Preswent. Withhold, or impound or stretch 
out. It doesn’t mean we will let the whole appropriation 
lapse. We might not proceed to use the money avail- 
able until we can look ahead. We want to relieve the 
pressure on the economy to every extent we can. 


THE MEANING OF “WHATEVER IS NECESSARY” 


Q. Mr. President, you have used the phrase which has 
been repeated over and over again in regard to Viet-Nam, 
“whatever is necessary.” You have used it in this mes- 
sage. “The administration is prepared to recommend 
whatever action is necessary to maintain stable growth,” 
et cetera. 
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Does this represent a similar degree of determination on 
the domestic stability issue? 

Tue Presiwent. Ask your question again. I know 
what I said but I am not clear what you said. What 
question are you asking? [Laughter] 

Q. You have used that phrase “whatever is necessary” 
to carry on the war in Viet-Nam over and over again. 
It has become a measure of your determination to see 
the Viet-Nam war through to the necessary conclusion, 

Now you have used that same phrase “whatever is 
necessary ” to keep domestic stability in this message with 
respect to keeping the domestic economy stable. 

My question was simply: Does this represent a similar 
degree of determination on the whole economy? 

Tue Preswwent. When I say “whatever is necessary,” 
I mean whatever is necessary. I mean it whether it js 
applied to Viet-Nam or to the domestic situation or to 
answer your question. [Laughter] 


SPECIAL SESSION OF CONGRESS? 


Q. Mr. President, have you discussed with the Con- 
gressional leadership the prospect of a special session after 
the elections? 

Tue Presiwent. No. 


TIMING OF A TAX INCREASE 


Q. Mr. President, are you sorry, the way some econ- 
omists say you should be, that you did not raise taxes 
1 ? 
last spring? 
Tue Present. I am not aware of any economists 
who have said that to me. 


REACTIONS TO THE PROPOSALS IN THE MESSAGE 


Q. Mr. President, did you touch base with business 
and get businessmen’s opinions before making this rec- 
ommendation on investment? 

Tue Preswent. Yes. As I have said, we have 
talked to the employers and employees, the business com- 
munity and economists in and out of Government. We 
met with them frequently. We talked to Congressmen 
and Senators, young and old; and to chairmen of com- 
mittees: Appropriations, Ways and Means, Finance; and 
the leadership. 

I went around the table the other night with some 30 
of them and asked each one what they found and what 
they would recommend. I let them play President for 
a while like they were working for some newspaper. 
[ Laughter] 

Q. Did you get any reluctance from the businessmen 
in discussing this? 

THE Preswent. Well, yes, some of the businessmen 
opposed this and they wanted to get the 7 percent now. 
A good many of them recommended it. 
of the labor people recommended it. 

I think that there is very strong support for both pro- 
posals. I think all of them realize we have a big back- 


A good many 
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Jog, and that there is no reason to give a bonus to add 
to that backlog when that backlog is causing your problem. 

We are short of labor, we are short of material, and 
we are short of the end product. We are importing and 
sending out our dollars to secure those. We are paying 
our people 7 percent to send our dollars abroad. 

We think that as to the things which could be withheld 
which were to their interest to withhold, they can get 
7 percent on it next January and perhaps that would be 
an encouragement and incentive to them. 


TERMINATION OF SUSPENSION IN JANUARY 1968 


Q. Mr. President, what are the factors that led 
your advisers to think this would be all right to put this 
back on again in January of 1968? 

Tue Preswent. We will take a look at it then. It 
is like setting a day for foreign aid to end. Some people 
think 5 years and some people think 1 year. We felt 
that the suspension could well be looked at again in Janu- 
ary of 1968. 

We have no arbitrary position in the matter. If the 
Congress wanted to extend it a few months or move it 
up, it would be all right with us. 

We are looking at this fiscal year and the year ahead. 
We are not making any fight about it. It was the date 
that seemed to most people to be a proper date. 

Q. As you propose it, as the administration will pro- 
pose the legislation, would it provide for the investment 
credit and the depreciation automatically to go back into 
effect in January of 1968? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. That is a very important point 
in connection with it. Some people do not want to re- 
peal it and wouldn’t vote to repeal it but they assured 
me that they felt that it could be made inoperative. 

They believe very much in it. ‘They know there are 
times when this bonus does its job. It did in the years 
1964, 1965, and 1966, and it did it too well. 

When the accelerator is down you want to get up to 
the limit of 60. You are going 40, and you increased up 
to 60. It is now 70 and on the way to 80. So we said, 
“Let us take the foot off the accelerator until it gets back 


down to 60 and we will look at it then in January of 
1968.” 


STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO CHEN YI OF COMMUNIST 
CHINA 


Q. Mr. President, on another matter, do you find 
any encouragement in the statement attributed to Chen 
Yi of Communist China, that neither China nor the 
United States is seeking a military confrontation, and, if 
there is any followup by the administration, can you tell 
us about it? 

Tue Preswwent. We always are glad when other na- 
tions feel that there is no reason for them to engage in a 
confrontation with us. 

Each day we pursue with every means available to us 
suggestions and ideas and make proposals that are calcu- 
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lated to bring about better understanding and better 
relations with other nations. 

We will continue to do that. We do do that. 
answer to both of your questions is “yes.” 

First, we are glad to see people feel that there is no 
reason why they should have a confrontation with us. 
Second, yes, we do explore every possibility that we are 
aware of and encourage everything that we think has any 
potential. 


So the 


WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM EUROPE 


Q. Mr. President, what are your feelings about the 
proposal in the Senate that it be the sense of the Senate 
that we withdraw some troops from Europe? 

Tue Presment. I think my administration’s position 
has been made clear. I stated to Senator Mansfield and 
I have stated it publicly. My Press Secretary has, also. 
We told Senator Mansfield that there are going to be 
conversations with regard to NATO and its many prob- 
lems, its strengths and its forces. 

We think that the best course for the United States to 
follow would be for us in collaboration with our allies to 
first try to realize what strength is necessary, how to 
equitably apportion it, and to arrive at a joint agreement. 

We do not think that this involves problems that can be 
solved by a Senate resolution. I already know the sense 
of the Senate, and certainly the sponsors, and I think of 
most Senators. That is that we would like to have every 
boy home that we can possibly have home—that our 
security would permit us to have home. 

It is not a question of desire. It is a question of neces- 
sity. We feel that this will be more wisely handled in the 
NATO discussions. Every step we take we want to take 
with the knowledge of our allies, and we would hope with 
their approval. 


TIMETABLES FOR WITHDRAWAL IN VIET-NAM 


Q. Mr. President, President de Gaulle seems to feel 
that if the United States withdraws its forces from Viet- 
Nam, peace will come to southeast Asia. 

Could you comment on his remarks? 

Tue Presment. We don’t have any information to 
that effect. No one has communicated any evidence to 
that effect to us. 

I have made clear, I think, time and time again, that 
we love peace, we want peace, we are willing to do any- 
thing we can to achieve peace. But it is not a one-way 
street. 

We are willing to lay on the table at any moment our 
schedule for withdrawal from Viet-Nam, if someone can 
also lay on the table their schedule of withdrawal—and 
if we can give the freedom-loving, liberty-loving people of 
Viet-Nam any assurance that they will not be murdered, 
assassinated, or killed either by infiltrators or assassins. 

Our Secretary of State will meet any of them whenever 
they need to—tomorrow, next day, or next week. I will 
lay our schedule on the table any day that anyone will act 
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upon it. But we cannot say to our men that we will strip 
you of all of your protection and say to our allies that we 
will afford you no assistance without some assurance from 
someone else. 

The great problem here is, as Mr. Steinbeck very 
properly stated it in his communication with his Soviet 
friend, “We are very anxious to talk about the war and 
peace, but let’s not talk about half the war. Let’s talk 
about all the war. Let’s not talk about just what the 
United States is doing; let’s talk about what the aggres- 
sor is doing.” 

We will lay on the table our plans to withdraw if they 
will lay on the table their plans to cease their aggression. 


REPORT ON ATTITUDES ABROAD TO OUR ROLE IN 
VIET-NAM 


Q. Mr. President, the United States Information 
Agency, we understand, has prepared for you a rather 
extended report on attitudes abroad about Viet-Nam and 
our role in the Viet-Nam war. Is it your intention to 
make it public or make a partial report on it to the public? 

Tue Presment. Newspapermen frequently do this. 
They have information before the President. I don’t 
have it. I don’t know what the report contains. I would 
think that I would refer you to the United States Informa- 
tion Agency. Whatever they would recommend in the 
matter, I would be glad to consider. 

I am not aware of the report. The man you probably 
got it from is more on his job for you than the man who is 
representing me over there, because I haven’t seen it. 

Tue Press. Thank you, Mr. President. 

NoTE: President Johnson’s seventy-second news conference was 
held in the President’s office at the White House at 3 p.m. on 


Thursday, September 8, 1966. As printed above, it follows the 
text of the White House press release. 


Fiscal Policy and Stable Economic 
Growth 


The President’s Message to the Congress Recommending 
Suspension of Special Incentives for Plant and 
Equipment Investment and for Commercial 
Construction. September 8, 1966 


To the Congress of the United States: 


It is now time to set forth to the Congress and the 
American people the additional steps we consider neces- 
sary to assure the continuing health and strength of our 
economy. 

I have been watching carefully the performance of 
our economy. I have consulted frequently and at great 
length with the wisest and most experienced advisers 
available to the President—with the responsible officials 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


in my Administration, with Members of the Congress, 
with leaders of business and labor and with economists 
from our universities. 

Prudent economic policy requires timely well-consid- 
ered action in the national interest. The true interest of 
the American people lies in uninterrupted growth at stable 
prices. We must always be prepared to act to protect that 
growth. But we must act with caution and avoid drastic 
changes that are not clearly required for the economic 
welfare. We must focus our restraint on those sectors of 
the economy that need urgent attention. 

Certain actions have become clearly necessary to pro- 
tect the interest of our people in stable prosperity and I 
intend to take those actions now. 

I am going to cut all federal expenditures to the fullest 
extent consistent with the well-being of our people. 

I recommend that the Congress promptly make in- 
operative, for a temporary period, those special incentives 
for plant and equipment investment and commercial 
construction that currently contribute to overheating the 
economy. 

Every effort will be made to ease the inequitable 
burden of high interest rates and tight money. 

Further longer-range actions may prove necessary to 
maintain balanced growth and finance the defense of 
Vietnam. But we will not have the necessary facts 
about fiscal 1967 expenditures until the Congress com- 
pletes action on the remaining eight appropriation bills, 
and until the Department of Defense knows the size of 
the supplemental appropriations needed to support our 
men in Vietnam. 

As soon as I receive these bills and defense estimates, 
I will again review Federal expenditures for this fiscal 
year. We intend to reduce or eliminate every possible 
federal expenditure provided in those bills consistent with 
the well-being of our citizens. 

When the Congress votes for add-ons to the remaining 
eight appropriation bills, it must bear in mind that each 
vote to increase the budget will likely require a vote to 
increase the revenue later. 

This Administration is prepared to recommend what- 
ever action is necessary to maintain the stable growth and 
prosperity of the past five and one-half years and to pay 
for current expenditures out of current revenues, as we 
are now doing. 


The Performance of Our Economy 


Today the strength of the American economy exceeds 
all records and all expectations. For 67 months—for 
five and a half years—the trend of our economy has been 
steadily up: 

—True production of goods and services has grown 

512% a year, putting the American economy in the 
front rank among the major nations of the world. 


—The spendable income of our consumers has in- 
creased 41%. 
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—Nine million more workers are employed on non- 
farm payrolls. 
—Unemployment has dropped from 7% to 3.9%. 


No nation has ever enjoyed such prosperity. 

High production, high wages, high profits and. low 
unemployment are benefits to be sought and preserved. 
The new problems of prosperity are much to be preferred 
to the old problems of recession or depression. But the 
great satisfaction that accompanies the solution of old 
problems must be tempered by full recognition of the new 
problems these solutions bring. 

We must meet these new problems without jeopardiz- 
ing past gains or present performance. And we must not 
revert to the pendulum economy of the 1950's. 

Caution signs became visible early this year. 
sible fiscal policy required prudent action. 


Respon- 


This Administration and the Congress acted to protect 
our prosperity by taking $10 billion ‘of excess mete. 
power out of the economy this calendar year: 


—$6 billion through increased payroll taxes for social 
security and medicare. 

—$1 billion through restored excise taxes. 

—$1 billion through graduated withholding of indi- 
vidual taxes. 

—$1 billion through a speed-up in corporate tax pay- 
ments. 

—$1 billion through an administrative acceleration of 
tax payments. 


Responsible fiscal policy also demanded tight control 
of Federal expenditures. This control has been exerted. 

The fiscal 1966 budget on a national income basis— 
the best measure of the economic impact of federal ac- 
tivity—showed an overall surplus of about $1 billion. 
In the first half of calendar 1966, the annual rate of 
this surplus rose to $3 billion. Since January 1 of this 
year, we have taken in more money than we have spent. 

The fiscal 1967 budget submitted to the Congress 
reflects the same tight control. As a result, apart from 
special Vietnam costs, the 1967 budget increased ex- 
penditures by only $600 million—an increase of less than 
1% over fiscal 1966. For the Great Society program 
enacted by the Congress, I requested an additional $3.2 
billion—but only after offsetting reductions had been 
made 


—by pruning lower priority programs, 

—hby improved management and cost reduction, and 

—hby closing obsolete bases and eliminating unneces- 

sary defense expenditures. 

Therefore, except for the $600 million, every dollar 
spent on Great Society programs was secured by reducing 
or eliminating outmoded programs. 

In recent weeks, there have been signs of developing 
imbalance in the economy. 

As we all know, prices have been rising. To be sure, 
average income is rising faster than prices, and average 
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price increases in the past 51/2 years are considerably less 
than in the previous 54 years. 

Nevertheless, sustained price increases in food, services 
and industrial products threaten our delicately balanced 
structure of wage and price stability. We ask workers to 
restrict their wage demands to the gains in labor’s pro- 
ductivity. But this also requires a reasonable prospect of 
stable living costs. 

Ours is increasingly a fixed income population. More 
than 20 million Americans depend on social security bene- 
fits. Millions of others live on modest private pensions, 
past savings, and the proceeds of life insurance policies. 

Inflation imposes a cruel and unjust tax on all the 
people. 

Inflation also saps the competitive strength of American 
industry in world trade. Recently, we have witnessed a 
decline in the trade surplus so vital to our balance of pay- 
ments position. A healthy export expansion has not been 
enough to offset the bulging increase in imports. 

In recent months, there has been an exaggerated boom 
in business investment. Moreover, the rapid growth of 
business credit has not moderated significantly, despite 
tight money restraints that, if intensified, threaten to halt 
balanced growth. 

In the early 1960’s, when there was unnecessary slack 
in the economy, and when growth was too slow, we took 
the steps needed to stimulate expansion and move toward 
full employment. But good economic policy works both 
ways. When total spending rises more rapidly than the 
economy can accommodate—when business investment 
creates undue pressures—when armed conflict overseas 
imposes new burdens on government—then we must be 
willing to shift into lower gear and reduce inflationary 
pressures. 

Our program early this year to remove $10 billion 
from the U.S. economy was a first step in this direction. 
But the continued and mounting pressures since that time 
require the second-step program I am recommending 
today. And I shall not hesitate to take further fiscal 
steps when the size of the budget and the developments 
in our economy indicate that they are necessary. 


Program of Action 


I propose the following program of immediate action 
for the Congress and the American people: 


1. I am taking strong measures to reduce lower priority 
federal expenditures. 

Determination of the exact amount of reduction in that 
limited portion of the fiscal 1967 budget under direct 
Presidential control must await Congressional action on 
the remaining appropriation bills. Our best present 
estimate is that a reduction of 10%—approximately $3 
billion—will be required from that portion of the budget. 

Bills already passed by both Houses of Congress—some 
unanimously and others by large bipartisan majorities— 
have added approximately $214 billion to the spending 
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authority I requested from this session of the Congress. 
If bills passed by one or the other of the Houses of Con- 
gress, or now before Congressional Committees, are finally 
approved in their present form, they will add almost $4 
billion to Federal spending authority and $2 billion to 
spending in the current fiscal year. Members of the 
Congress will, by holding remaining appropriations within 
the amount of my requests, limit the amount of additional 
revenue that may be required next year. 

Although the costs of the Vietnam conflict are un- 
certain, if this conflict extends beyond the current fiscal 
year, we will be forced to order additional material and 
equipment. To be on the safe side and to support our 
men in Vietnam, we must act on this contingency. 

I have already directed that lower-priority Federal pro- 
grams be reduced by $1.5 billion in fiscal 1967. 

Federal civilian agencies have been directed to defer, 
stretch out, and otherwise reduce contracts, new orders 
and commitments. Each major agency has been given 
a savings target, with orders to meet that target. 

I am prepared to defer and reduce Federal expendi- 
tures: 


—by requesting appropriations for Federal programs at 
levels below those now being authorized by the Con- 
gress, 

—by withholding appropriations provided above my 
budget recommendations whenever possible, and 

—by cutting spending in other areas which have sig- 
nificant fiscal impact in 1967. 

My 1967 budget called for total expenditures of $112.8 
billion. Of this amount, $58.3 billion is for Defense. Of 
the remaining $54.5 billion, payments fixed by law or 
otherwise uncontrollable—such as civilian pay, inter- 
est on the public debt, veterans’ compensation and pen- 
sions, public assistance payments, agricultural price sup- 
ports, and payments on prior contracts—account for 
$31.5 billion. This leaves only some $23 billion of ex- 
penditures subject to immediate Presidential control. 

The corresponding appropriation total (new obliga- 
tional authority) is $31 billion. The savings I have di- 
rected must come from that total. They will not be easy 
to achieve. 

But at a time when individual incomes and corporate 
profits are at unparalleled levels, a compassionate and ma- 
ture people will not make the poor carry the burden of 
fighting inflation. For such a policy would be neither 
good economics nor social justice. 

During the calendar year 1967, the product of the 
American economy will increase by some $50 billion. 
Before the end of this year, we will be producing at a rate 
of $750 billion—34 of a trillion dollars—a year. And 
the Federal budget has been claiming a declining share 
of that product. The Federal Administrative budget— 
the best measure of the size of Federal programs that are 
not self-financed—has declined from 17% of the gross 
national product in fiscal 1955 to less than 15% in fiscal 
1966. If we had spent the same percentage as in 1955, 
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our Administrative budget would have been $15 billion 
higher last year. 

I intend to conserve and save public outlays at every 
possible point. But it would be shortsighted to abandon 
the tasks of educating our children, providing for their 
health, rebuilding the decaying cities in which they live, 
and otherwise promoting the general welfare. 

Postponed investment in buildings and machines can 
be made at a later date without serious injury. But we 
can never recapture the early years of a child who did 
not get the head start he needed to be a productive cit- 
izen, or the lost opportunities of the teenage dropout who 
was never given a second chance. And we can never 
repair the ravages of a disease that could have been pre- 
vented, or recall the lives lost by cancer that might have 
been cured. 

The fiscal measures which have given us the unpar- 
alleled prosperity of the past 51% years were a product 
of the partnership of the Congress and the Executive. 
The Great Society programs, placed on the statute books 
of this country by the overwhelming majority of the 
Congress, also reflect our partnership to promote the 
welfare of the people of this country. So, now, we must 
work together to assure that the prosperity and social 
progress of the past five and a half years continue. 


2. I recommend that the Congress make the 7% invest- 
ment tax credit inoperative, effective September 1, 
1966, to become operative again on January 1, 1968. 
The temporary suspension should apply to all orders 

for machinery and equipment placed on or after Septem- 

ber 1, 1966, and before January 1, 1968, regardless of 
the date of their delivery. 

The suspension should be across-the-board, without 
exception, applying effectively and equitably to all invest- 
ing industries. No special treatment or special exclusions 
should be made for this brief period of suspension. 

One of the great accomplishments of recent years has 
been the mighty upsurge of business investment in plant 
and equipment, to expand and update our industrial 
capacity and to provide more jobs for our workers. This 
gratifying surge is now, however, proceeding too swiftly. 
For the past three years, this investment has been rising 
more than twice as fast as our Gross National Product. 

Our machinery and equipment industries cannot digest 
the demands currently thrust upon them. We see symp- 
toms of strain in growing backlogs, accelerating prices 
and emerging shortages of skilled workers. There is a 
ten-month average backlog on machine tool orders alone. 
On many machine tools, the order backlog exceeds 15 
months. 

Our capital markets are clogged with excessive de- 
mands for funds to finance investment. These demands 
bid interest rates higher and higher, and draw too large 
a share of credit from other important uses. 

The current machinery and equipment boom reflects 
many incentives and supports—the reform of deprecia- 
tion guidelines, the investment tax credit, reductions in 
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corporate income tax rates, the dramatic strengthening 
of consumer markets, and the stepped-up flow of defense 
orders. 

I am asking Congress today to make inoperative for 
16 months one of the special incentives in order to 
moderate the growth of capital spending. 

Our high employment, high profit economy will still 
provide abundant incentive for growth in our capacity 
sufficient to produce the goods we need, for modernizing 
facilities, and hence for maintaining a strong international 
competitive position. 

A temporary suspension of the investment credit will 
relieve excessive pressures on our capital goods producers 
and on our financial markets. We can then look forward 
to a smoother flow of investment goods—at stable costs 
both for machinery and for money. 

The special credit was recommended as a bonus for 
investment to help move the economy forward. This 
recommendation reflected the commitment of this Ad- 
ministration to a high-investment, high-research, high- 
growth economy. ‘This is a firm long-term plan that 
we intend to carry out. A high level of business invest- 
ment is indispensable to our prosperity and to our eco- 
nomic growth. The bonus of the investment credit has 
proved itself to be too effective a promoter of such invest- 
ment to be abandoned. We shall need this bonus over 
the years ahead and it should be restored. 

Now, however, our problem is to keep investment 
within safe speed limits. We should not continue to 
press on the accelerator. We should not now provide 
a bonus to do something that we do not want done now 
and will very much want and need to be done later on. 


3. I recommend that the Congress suspend until January 
1, 1968, the use of accelerated depreciation on all 
buildings and structures started or transferred on or 
after September 1, 1966. 

Just as machinery and equipment outlays are stimu- 
lated by the investment tax credit, construction of com- 
mercial and industrial buildings is advanced and encour- 
aged by accelerated depreciation. To assure that safe 
speed limits are applied to all forms of investment, we 
should now remove this special incentive. 

Today, it is contributing unnecessarily to an inflation of 
building costs and to the pressures on financial markets, 
which are reflected in high interest rates. In the past 12 
months, commercial and industrial construction was 27% 
higher than during the previous year. 

In the last few months, certain areas of private building 
have been caught in the vise of tight money and kigh 
interest rates. The suspension of accelerated depreciation 
is surely a more effective 2nd equitable way to hold con- 
struction within bounds. 

The logic and equity of restraint thus require suspen- 
sion of accelerated depreciation. In this way, we can 
apply restrictive measures evenly to the various types of 
investment and through a broad and balanced use of our 
tools of economic policy. 
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4. I urge the Federal Reserve Board, in executing its 
policy of monetary restraint, and our large commercial 
banks to cooperate with the President and the Congress 
to lower interest rates and to ease the inequitable 
burden of tight money. 

The Secretary of the Treasury has reviewed all poten- 
tial Federal security sales and is taking action to keep them 
at the minimum in the months ahead. This should help 
reduce current pressures on the money market and on 
interest rates. 

I urge the Congress to act promptly on pending legis- 
lation to prevent competition for deposit and share ac- 
counts from driving up interest rates. 

As more of the burden of restraint is assumed by fiscal 
measures—by elimination of special stimulants to busi- 
ness investment, higher taxes and reduced or postponed 
Federal spending—we should take further action to re- 
duce the burdens imposed on the American people by 
tight money and high interest rates. Present monetary 
measures impose a special hardship on homebuyers and 
small businessmen. 

Banks should handle money and credit equitably and 
without extracting excessive profits. They should rely 
less on high interest rates to price borrowers out of the 
market and more on the placing of appropriate ceilings 
on credit. 

I am responding to the requests of the financial com- 
munity to ease the great pressure on money markets. 
The Federal Reserve Board and our large commercial 
banks must now recognize that we are determined to 
restrain inflationary pressures by fiscal and budgetary 
measures. I ask, in turn, that the financial community 
seize the earliest opportunity to lower interest rates and 
more fairly allocate the existing supplies of credit. 

I have been assured that every effort is being made to 
detect any easing of inflationary pressures in order that 
monetary policy can be adjusted quickly and adequately 
to maintain stable and sustainable economic growth. 


Preserving Economic Freedom 


The demand for goods, including capital investment 
must be kept roughly in balance with the ability of our 
economy to meet this demand. Within this general 
strategy for a free economy, we seek the cooperation of 
employers and unions in maintaining price and wage 
policies consistent with stability. 

We ask that wage increases remain within labor’s pro- 
ductivity gains. We ask that industry forego price in- 
creases where there are no increases in costs and reduce 
prices when costs fall. 

The alternative to this strategy is the endless pursuit of 
wages by prices, and prices by wages, to the common dis- 
advantage of all participants and the nation as a whole. 

I ask American business to: 


—Base demands for credit on genuine needs, not on 
speculation of future scarcity or higher cost. 
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—Maintain an inventory position based on current re- 
quirements, not on fears or hopes that prices will be 
higher later on. 

—Postpone investment projects that are not absolutely 
necessary at this time. 

—Set prices on the basis of real costs, not imaginary 
future costs that build in an assumption of inflation. 

—Limit profits to those appropriate for a steadily ex- 
panding economy. 


IT ask American labor to: 


—Avoid wage demands that would raise the average 
level of costs and prices in the economy. 

—Adopt work rules and standards for entry into its 
trades that are appropriate for a continuing full- 
employment economy. 

—Cooperate with business to raise productivity so that 
pay increases will be matched by production 
increases. 


The steps I have taken and recommended today are 
needed to keep the American economy on the safe course 
of stable prosperity it has enjoyed for the past five and 
one-half years. 

Decisions made elsewhere will influence our defense 
needs in Vietnam. Because we cannot control or pre- 
dict these outcomes, we cannot blueprint our fiscal meas- 
ures in the months ahead. But should additional fiscal 
measures be required to preserve price stability and main- 
tain sound fiscal policies, I will recommend them. 

By continuing on a prudent course in our private and 
public policies and by preserving our capacity for stable 
economic growth, we can look forward to continuing 
progress. We can make that progress within the frame- 
work of a free economy. We do not want to resort to 
controls. If we take the necessary actions, next year 
should bring new heights in consumer living standards, in 
savings for the future, in our progress toward the Great 
Society. 

I urge the Congress to exercise prudent restraint in ap- 
propriating public funds and to act promptly on the legis- 
lative proposals I have set forth in this message. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 
September 8, 1966 


Air Pollution Abatement in the 
National Capital Area 


Announcement of Invitation to Officials of District of 
Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia To Consult With 
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare 
on Interstate Pollution. September 8, 1966 


President Johnson announced today that officials of 
the District of Columbia and the States of Maryland and 
Virginia have been asked to consult with the Department 
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of Health, Education, and Welfare on interstate air pol- 
lution in the National Capital area. 

As provided in the Clean Air Act, a consultation with 
State officials is the first step in a Federal air pollution 
abatement procedure. 

John W. Gardner, Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, has advised the President that his Depart- 
ment believes that air pollution in the National Capital 
area is interstate in nature. Pollutants are crossing State 
boundaries and may endanger the health or welfare of 
persons who have no direct legal means of bringing the 
sources under control, Secretary Gardner reported. 

The initiation of the interstate abatement action in the 
National Capital area, the ninth such action so far in the 
Nation, is a part of the administration’s effort to bring 
the problem of air pollution under better control 
nationally. 

Secretary Gardner wrote to Dr. Murray Grant, di- 
rector, District of Columbia Department of Public 
Health; Dr. William J. Peeples, Commissioner, Mary- 
land Health Department; and Dr. Mack I. Shanholtz, 
Commissioner, Virginia Department of Health. The 
three officials were requested to communicate with the 
Division of Air Pollution of the Public Health Service to 
arrange a date for the consultation. 

The consultation will determine whether there is need 
for additional Federal action in legally abating interstate 
pollution in the light of control activities proposed by the 
State and local governments involved. 

The Clean Air Act provides that the consultation may 
be followed by an abatement conference, after which the 
Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare is author- 
ized to recommend abatement of specific sources of 
pollution. 

If adequate action is not taken within 6 months, the 
Secretary may appoint a panel of Federal and State offi- 
cials to hold public hearings and make further recommen- 
dations for abatement measures. If these recommenda- 
tions are not carried out, the Secretary may request the 
Attorney General to take appropriate action in Federal 
courts. 


Except for the consultation, all conferences and hear- 
ings under the interstate air pollution abatement proce- 
dure are open to the public. 


Visit of General Ne Win of Burma 


The President’s Dinner T oast to the Chairman of the 
Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma. 
September 8, 1966 


Chairman Ne Win, Madame Ne Win, distinguished 
guests: 


Today every man—no matter where he stands—stands 
in the center of the world. And we Americans, who want 
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to reduce the distance between friends, believe that no 
man comes from so far off that he cannot find a welcome 
among us. 

So today we welcomed you as a guest in our country. 

And tonight, we welcome you as a guest in our home. 

About you tonight, Mr. Chairman, though you have 
come from halfway across the world, you see old friends— 
and you see others who have a deep interest in your 
country and want to know it better. 

For most of us, Burma has traditionally been a land 
of beauty and serenity, of golden temples, elephants, 
deep forests, and precious gems. But we know that be- 
hind that exotic exterior, your country is a land of hard- 
working people whose goals are very similar to ours. 

We are both family people. We love our children 
and we believe in living in peace with our neighbors— 
provided they stay on their side of the fence, and out 
of our melon patch. 

As nations, too, we share common dedications: to 
national independence, to progress, and to peace. 

Both our countries emerged from a colonial past and 
treasure independence all the more for that. Both have 
been blessed by Providence with a bountiful land. 

On the world scene, we both place high value on the 
just resolution of international differences and on the 
search for universal peace. This search has led us along 
different paths—for our situations and our responsibilities 
have not been the same. 

But the ultimate goal is there—one in which we both 
can share. 

For our part, I can assure you, Mr. Chairman, that 
just as we shall never shirk our responsibilities, so shall 
we never fail in our efforts to find a secure and just peace. 

For the present, the problems of our world place 
burdens upon us all. And we must be prepared to live 
with them until all nations have finally become convinced 
that aggression and terror have no place in human society. 

The day of peace will eventually come—a day when 
all nations will be able to live in their own way, free from 
threat and fear. When that day arrives, we shall be able 
to devote all our talents and resources to the war against 
the real enemies of mankind—poverty, sickness, and 
illiteracy—in a vast cooperative effort. 

Thus shall we raise the hopes and enrich the lives of 
people throughout the world. 

Meanwhile, tonight in this room, we are among friends. 
And we should, for the moment, put aside our cares and 
concerns and enjoy each other’s company. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to rise and join me in 
a toast to His Excellency, General Ne Win, Chairman of 
the Revolutionary Council of the Union of Burma. 

NoTE: The President spoke in the Family Dining Room at the 
White House at an informal dinner honoring General Ne Win. 


As printed above, this item follows the advance text as released 
by the White House. 
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Federal Home Loan Bank Board 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Robert L. Rand as a Member of the Board. 
September 9, 1966 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Robert L. Rand of California to the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Board. Mr. Rand, presently senior 
vice president of Fidelity Federal Savings and Loan in 
Glendale, Calif., is the first person with direct savings and 
loan operating experience to be appointed to the Board. 

The appointment is for a term ending June 30, 1970, is 
subject to Senate confirmation, and has a salary of 
$27,000. Mr. Rand, who is a Republican, would replace 
John deLaittre as the minority member of the Board. ‘The 
other members of this Board are John E. Horne of 
Alabama, Chairman, and Michael Greenebaum of 
Illinois. 

Mr. Rand was born January 15, 1914, in Los Angeles. 
After graduation from high school there, he was em- 
ployed by Security First National Bank of Los Angeles 
and worked his way up the ranks to assistant cashier in 
1942. 

Following his military service, in 1946 Rand joined 
Fidelity Federal, ultimately achieving his present position 
of senior vice president and director. During this past 
20 years, Mr. Rand has had direct responsibility for devel- 
oping and administering the Association’s loan program, 
which totaled approximately $1 billion over the period. 

Mr. Rand is the former chairman of the Lending Pro- 
cedures Committee of the California Savings and Loan 
League and is currently a member of its Legislative Com- 
mittee. He has served his home city of Glendale as a 
member of its Planning Commission and in 1961 served 
as president of the Glendale Chamber of Commerce. 

During World War II, Mr. Rand served in the U.S. 
Army, entering as a private and leaving as a major. 


Management Improvements 
in the Coast Guard 


The President’s Letter in Response to a Report 
From the Secretary of the Treasury, With the Text 
of the Memorandum Report. September 9, 1966 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


I have read the memoranda on the recent manage- 
ment improvements made by the Coast Guard. 

These improvements provide a clear example of how 
management of an organization, using modern techniques 
and imagination, can achieve simultaneously several ob- 
jectives of this Administration. In this case, current 
operating costs were reduced, resources were made avail- 
able for new programs, services to the public were im- 
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proved, and a significant contribution to the balance of 
payments was made. 

This sets a good example for all of us, particularly those 
who continue to insist that we cannot achieve more pro- 
gram results and maintain our pressure on reducing costs 
at the same time. 

Please pass on to your associates in the Department and, 
in particular, to the Coast Guard, my commendation and 
appreciation for these achievements. 

Sincerely, 
Lynpvon B. Jorinson 


[Honorable Henry H. Fowler, Secretary of the Treasiiry, Washington 
D.C. 20220} 


Memorandum to Secretary Fowler 

From: Acting Assistant Secretary Hendrick 

Subject: Budgetary Savings Accomplished in Coast 
Guard 


At a meeting with you and members of the Treasury 
Department task force on budgetary savings in June 1965, 
the President emphasized the necessity of finding savings 
in existing programs to help finance new programs. At 
that time the Coast Guard had three important require- 
ments for which additional resources had to be found. 


To establish a fixed-wing amphibian aircraft train- 
ing facility, since the training was not available in 
DOD flight schools. 

To establish an amphibious rescue helicopter train- 
ing facility to meet expanded requirements, since the 
training was not available in DOD flight schools. 

To provide more vessel time to collect needed 
oceanographic data. 


In August 1965 Canadian forces assumed responsibility 
for coordinating Search and Rescue incidents in the At- 
lantic, north and east of Newfoundland. Prior to that 
time this function, and the aerial portion of the Interna- 
tional Ice Patrol, had been carried out by two long-range 
Coast Guard aircraft based in Newfoundland. <A group 
was established in the Department to study operational 
changes made necessary by this development. The study 
established that by transferring the long-range search air- 
craft from Newfoundland to augment those already at a 
Coast Guard Air Station in North Carolina, the Ice Patrol 
mission could be conducted by seasonally deploying air- 
craft from North Carolina. 

Although this did not result in a significant dollar sav- 
ings, the outflow of dollars from the United States was 
somewhat reduced. More importantly, the availability 
of the additional long-range search aircraft in North Caro- 
lina required the Coast Guard to examine its Search and 
Rescue posture in the Atlantic. This examination indi- 
cated the Coast Guard could discharge its responsibility 
in the Atlantic without the aircraft and vessels then as- 
signed to Bermuda. This not only produced significant 
savings but also improved the balance of payments. The 
equivalent of three ship years became available for allo- 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


cation by the Coast Guard to help meet the needs of 
the Nation in the field of oceanography. The three 
medium-range amphibious aircraft and their crews be- 
came available for allocation to the training requirement 
referred to previously. 

About the same time Bates Air Force Base, Mobile, 
Alabama, was declared to be in excess to the needs of 
the Department of Defense. ‘The Coast Guard arranged 
to acquire it as a base of operations for both the fixed- 
wing and the helicopter training programs. This oppor- 
tunity for consolidating training was most timely, since 
Hunter Air Force Base, Savannah, Georgia, where the 
program is being conducted is scheduled for closing. 
There will also be sufficient space at Bates Field to per- 
mit the Coast Guard Air Station at Keesler Field, Biloxi, 
Mississippi, to be relocated. Since the Air Force has 
scheduled a curtailment of regular flight activities at 
Biloxi, another Coast Guard problem will be solved. The 
consolidation of aviation facilities at Mobile, Alabama, 
will improve the Search and Rescue posture in waters of 
the Gulf of Mexico to such a degree that construction 
of one of the future stations planned to meet the increas- 
ing needs in that area will no longer be required. 

I am pleased to report that management techniques 
and objectives which the President has outlined in the 
past have been successfully employed in this matter. This 
particular systems analysis proved most interesting in its 
chain reaction. The Coast Guard has produced savings 
and, at the same time, will provide better service to the 
public. In summary, the following has been accom- 
plished : 

Consolidation of facilities has released resources. 

Released resources have been shifted to meet 
urgent needs which have resulted in savings and cost 
avoidance in excess of $10 million in capital invest- 
ments, as well as $1 million in annual operating costs. 

Use of surplus facilities of another agency-has elim- 
inated need for acquisition of new facilities. 

Units relocated from U.S. communities are small 
in size, thereby minimizing the economic impact on 
the vacated area. 

Improvement has been realized in balance of pay- 
ments in the amount of $500,000 per year. 


San Juan Island National Historical 
Park, Washington 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Authorizing the Park Commemorating the Settlement 
of a Boundary Dispute and the Subsequent Peaceful 
Relations With Canada. September 9, 1966 


In signing this law authorizing the addition of the San 
Juan Island National Historical Park to the National 
Park System, we once again demonstrate the deep-rooted 
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friendship and cooperation between Canada and the 
United States. 

We have the Roosevelt Campobello International Park 
along our common boundary in the East; the Interna- 
tional Peace Park in the heart of our two nations; the 
Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park, and now the 
San Juan Island National Historical Park on the West. 

In 1859 two great powers—Great Britain and the 
United States—became involved in a bitter dispute over 
“The Affair of the Pig.’ This affair—which did not 
develop into actual armed conflict—derived from the 
shooting of a British-owned pig found rooting in the 
garden of an American settler. For 13 years these two 
great nations maintained armed forces in the disputed 
San Juan Archipelago. The question of sovereignty was 
resolved by the Treaty of Washington in 1871, and the 
final arbitration of the question was accomplished by the 
German Emperor in 1872. For the first time in the 
history of the United States there was no boundary dis- 
pute with Great Britain. 

Many well-known American military figures were as- 
sociated with this Island in the 1850’s. Yet “The Affair 
of the Pig” and the prominent Americans are not the 
primary purpose of this wonderful new park. Instead it 
commemorates the final settlement, through arbitration, 
of a hotly contested dispute, and the peaceful relationship 
that has existed between the United States and Canada 
since that time. 

Historians have said that the Treaty of Washington, 
which this new park symbolizes, was an event of cardinal 
importance in the history of relations between the two 
English-speaking powers. 

Here is proof to all that even the most explosive inter- 
national issues can be resolved by means other than war— 
if men are prepared to negotiate their differences at the 
conference table, rather than silence them through vio- 
lence on the battlefield. 


note: As enacted, the bill authorizing the park’s establishment 
(S. 489) is Public Law 89-565. 


Highway and Traffic Safety 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing the National 
Traffic and Motor Safety Act of 1966 and the Highway 
Safety Act of 1966. September 9, 1966 


Distinguished Members of the Congress and the adminis- 
tration, friends: 


Over the Labor Day weekend, 29 American servicemen 
died in Viet-Nam. During the same Labor Day week- 
end, 614 Americans died on our highways in automobile 
accidents. 

Twenty-nine on the battlefield. 

Six hundred and fourteen on the highways. 

In this century, more than 1,500,000 of our fellow 
citizens have died on our streets and highways: nearly 
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three times as many Americans as we have lost in all our 
wars. 

Every 11 minutes, a citizen is killed on the road. 

Every day 9,000 are killed or injured—9,000! 

Last year, 50,000 were killed. 

And the tragic totals have mounted every year. 

It makes auto accidents the biggest cause of death and 
injury among Americans under 35. 

And if our accident rate continues, one out of every 
two Americans can look forward to being injured by a car 
during his lifetime. 

This is not a new problem. Ten years ago in the 
Senate I told my colleagues that “the deadly toll of high- 
way accidents demands action.” And that this was a 
responsibility Congress must some day face. Now, 
finally, we are facing it. 

What is the answer to this shocking problem? 

There are those who tell us better roads are the answer. 
Some say safer cars. Others, tougher licenses. Some, 
stricter judges. 

We know there is no one answer, no magic solution. 
But we are determined to examine every answer. 

We are going to cut down this senseless loss of lives. 

We are going to cut down the pointless injury. 

We are going to cut down the heartbreak. 

Today, I will sign two bills into law: 

First, to protect the driver—the Traffic Safety Act will 
ensure safer, better-protected cars in the event of an 
accident. 

Second, to achieve safer driving—the Highway Safety 
Act will set up a national framework for the State safety 
programs. 

The first act we sign into law is the Traffic Safety Act. 


It calls for nationwide Federal vehicle standards to 
be developed, first under the direction of the Secretary of 
Commerce, and, soon, I hope, under the Secretary of 
Transportation. 

Starting with 1968 models, American and foreign, 


—We are going to assure our citizens that every new 
car they buy is as safe as modern knowledge knows 
how to build it. 

—We are going to protect drivers against confusing 
and misleading tire standards. 


We are going to establish Federal research and testing 
centers to probe the causes of traffic accidents. 

For years, we have spent millions of dollars to under- 
stand and fight polio and other childhood diseases. Yet 
up until now we have tolerated a raging epidemic of high- 
way death—which has killed more of our youth than all 
other diseases combined. 

Through the Highway Safety Act, we are going to find 
out more about highway disease—and we are going to 
find out how to cure it. 

In this age of space, we are getting plenty of informa- 
tion about how to send men into space and how to bring 
them home. Yet we don’t know for certain whether 
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more auto accidents are caused by faulty brakes, or by 
soft shoulders, or by drunk drivers, or by deer crossing 
the highway. 

Local and State information has been too meager. 
The Highway Safety Act will create a Federal-State 
partnership for learning these facts. 


—wWe are going to establish a National Driver Register 
to protect all of our citizens against drivers whose 
licenses have been suspended or revoked. 

~—We are going to support better programs of driver 
education and licensing and auto inspection. 

—-We are going to ask every State to participate in 
safety programs and to conform to uniform driver 
and pedestrian safety performance standards. 


There is nothing new or radical about all this. Every 
other form of transportation is covered by Federal safety 
standards. The food we buy, the food we eat, has been 
under Federal safety standards since before I was born— 
1906. 

The automobile industry has been one of our Nation’s 
most dynamic and inventive industries. I hope, and I 
believe, that its skill and imagination will be able to build 
in more safety—without building on more costs. 

For safety is no luxury item, no optional extra; it 
must be a normal cost of doing business. 

But no matter how hard we try, no matter how well we 
all try to work together, the full impact of these bills can 
be achieved only if and when we create a Cabinet-level 
Department of Transportation. So today, again, I call, 
I plead with, and I urge the Congress to enact—this 
year—the bill which will give us that department. 

We owe a great deal to many people for this historic 
legislation that we are meeting here to formalize this 
morning. 

I want very much to salute all the Members of Con- 
gress and all the individuals who have participated in 
bringing about these measures. 

I cannot single out each of you by name, although I 
do point with pride to each contribution made. I would 
like to single out the distinguished chairmen of the two 
committees of the Congress who guided this legislation to 
successful enactment, Senator Magnuson of the Senate 
Committee and Representative Harley Staggers of the 
House Committee. I want to particularly thank, again, 
each member of the Congress who has given leadership 
and talent to this program. 

Finally, I am happy to announce today that one of the 
Nation’s leading traffic safety experts has responded to my 
call for help. His name is Dr. William J. Haddon, Jr. 
He is a graduate of MIT and the Harvard Medical 


School. He is the author of more than 40 publications on 
accidents and safety. He isa distinguished public admin- 
istrator. I am nominating Dr. Haddon to be Adminis- 


trator of the new National Traffic Safety Agency. He 
and his colleagues will be working with the automobile 
industry to establish reasonable yet realistic safety 
standards. 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


I am, as I believe you are, proud of these bills. 

I am very proud of the 89th Congress which took my 
proposals and brought forth these bills which will very 
shortly become law. 

I am especially proud at this moment to sign these bills 
which I believe promise, in the years to come, to cure the 
highway disease, to end the years of horror, and to give us, 
instead, years of hope. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the 
White House. As printed above, his remarks follow the text re- 
leased by the White House. 


As enacted, the National Traffic and Motor Safety Act of 1966 
(S. 3005) is Public Law 89-563, and the Highway Safety Act of 
1966 (S. 3052) is Public Law 89-564. 

The White House also released the following summaries of the 
two bills: 


S. 3005—National Traffic and Motor Safety Act of 1966—Spon- 
sored by Senator Magnuson 


Summary: The bill directs the Secretary of Commerce 


1. To establish safety standards for motor vehicles and vehicle 
equipment, issuing initial standards by January 31, 1967, and new 
and revised standards by January 31, 1968. These will apply to 
all new vehicles, domestic and foreign, and to equipment, including 
tires. 

States and local subdivisions may not establish or continue 
standards not identical to the Federal standards, except on vehicles 
for their own use. 

The Secretary is to establish a National Motor Vehicle Safety 
Advisory committee, with a majority of members from the public 
and the others from industry; the Secretary is required to consult 
this committee in prescribing vehicle standards. 

There is provision for any individual affected by a Federal 
standard to challenge within 60 days and get review in a USS. 
court of appeals. 

2. The Secretary is directed to require safety information on 
tire labels, to establish within two years a quality grading system, 
and to seek elimination of deceptive and confusing tire nomen- 
clature and marketing practices, 

3. He is to study the need for a Federal research project on 
traffic safety. 

4. He is to expand the National Driver Register to include the 
names of individuals reported to him by the States as having been 
denied drivers’ licenses. 

The bill authorizes appropriations as follows: for the vehicle 
standards function, $11 million for fiscal °67, $17 million for fiscal 
68 and $23 million for fiscal °69. It authorizes $2.9 million in ’67 
and $1.45 million each in °68 and °69 for tire safety functions. 
There is $3 million for the research studies. 


S. 3052—Highway Safety Act of 1966—Sponsored by Senators 
Randolph and Cooper 


Summary: The bill authorizes the Secretary of Commerce 

1. To assist States in carrying out comprehensive highway safety 
programs. 

2. Provides that at least 40 percent of the Federal safety grants 
to States must be expended by local subdivisions in carrying out 
local programs related to the statewide program. 

3. Authorizes the Secretary to conduct highway safety research 
projects through Federal agencies or by grants. 

4. Establishes a National Highway Safety Advisory Committee, 
composed of the Secretary or his designate as Chairman, the 
Federal Highway Administrator, and 29 members appointed by 
the President. Of the 29, 4 may be Federal officials, and the 
remainder must be selected from representatives or State and local 
governments and public and private interests and experts in the 
field. 

The bill authorizes general fund appropriations for the highway 
safety program of $67 million in fiscal °67, $100 million each in 
°68 and ’69. It authorizes general fund appropriations for research 
of $10 million in ’67, $20 million in °68 and $25 million in ’69. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 1966 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted September 7, 1966 


GLENN W. Fercuson, of Maryland, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
the Republic of Kenya. 


Submitted September 9, 1966 

PosTMASTERS (list of 60 names). 

Guienn T. SeaBorc, of California, to be the 
Representative of the United States of 
America to the 10th Session of the Gen- 
eral Conference of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. 


The following named persons are to be 
Alternate Representatives to the 10th 
Session of the General Conference of the 
Interational Atomic Energy Agency: 

VERNE B. Lewis, of Maryland. 

SAMUEL M. Nasrit, of Texas. 

JAMES T. RAMEY, of Illinois. 

HENRY DeWoLr SMYTHE, of New Jersey. 


Robert L, RAND, of California, to be a mem- 
ber of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board, 
for a term of 4 years expiring June 30, 1970. 

JaMEs A. VON DER HeypT, of Alaska, to be 
United States District Judge for the Dis- 
trict of Alaska, vice Walter H. Hodge, 
retiring. 

FraNK A. KAUFMAN, Of Maryland, to be 
United States District Judge for the Dis- 
trict of Maryland to fill a new position 
created by Public Law 89-372, approved 
March 18, 1966. 

ALEXANDER HARVEY II, of Maryland, to be 
United States District Judge for the Dis- 
trict of Maryland, vice Harrison L. Winter, 
elevated. 

Ropert F. PECKHAM, Of California, to be 
United States District Judge for the North- 
ern District of California to fill a new posi- 
tion to become effective September 18, 1966 
by Public Law 89-372, approved March 18, 
1966. 

GeRALD W. HEANEY, Of Minnesota, to be 
United States Circuit Judge, 8th Circuit, to 
fill a new position created by Public Law 
89-372, approved March 18, 1966. 





1Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT 

Approved September 2, 1966 

i Public Law 89-553 


An Act to amend the Small Reclamation 
Projects Act of 1956. 


Approved September 6, 1966 

Bs WS iitiiaseclcibninciiiste Public Law 89-554 
An Act to enact title 5, United States Code, 
“Government Organization and Employ- 
ees”, codifying the general and permanent 
laws relating to the organization of the 
Government of the United States and to 
its civilian officers and employees. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT—Continued 

Approved September 6, 1966—Continued 

ee ee Public Law 89-555 
Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 
1967. 

Approved September 7, 1966 

pO ee Public Law 89-558 


An Act to provide that the United States 
District Court for the District of Connecti- 
cut shali also be held at New London, Con- 
necticut. 


pn ee Private Law 89-283 


An Act for the relief of Emanuel G. 
Topakas. 


TER: Gai ob ce cnnwtinnn Private Law 89-284 
An Act for the relief of David B. Glidden. 
agg yy Private Law 89-285 


An Act for the relief of Norman Morris 
Rains. 


TER. SCRE... nccsncene Public Law 89-559 


An Act to amend the Life Insurance Act of 
the District of Columbia, approved June 19, 
1934, as amended. 


TER: 21908... cccccnanaca Private Law 89-286 
An Act for the relief of Fred M. Osteen. 
Pe Private Law 89-287 


An Act for the relief of Anthony A. Callo- 
way. 


pS Private Law 89-288 
An Act for the relief of John R. Sylvia. 


EB. 16096... nae Public Law 89-556 


Department of Agriculture and Related 
Agencies Appropriation Act, 1967. 


GD, Gy cacccisnmiatanmanan Public Law 89-557 


An Act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to construct, operate, and main- 
tain the Manson unit, Chelan division, 
Chief Juseph Dam project, Washington, 
and for other purposes. 


©. SOB... - cncccccsscce Public Law 89-560 


An Act to provide that the Secretary of 
Agriculture shall conduct the soil survey 
program cf the United States Department 
of Agriculture so as to make available soil 
surveys needed by States and other public 
agencies, including community develop- 
ment districts, for guidance in community 
planning and resource development, and 
for other purposes. 


8. 3034...............--.--- Public Law 89-561 


An Act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to engage in feasibility investiga- 
tions of certain water resource develop- 


ment proposals. 


Approved September 8, 1966 
®. $700... eon cone Public Law 89-562 


An Act to amend the Urban Mass Trans- 
portation Act of 1964. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved September 8, 1966—Continued 
ee ee Private Law 89-289 
An Act for the relief of Won Loy Jung. 


Approved September 9, 1966 
Ris inckcssinnanind Public Law 89-565 


An Act to authorize the establishment of 
the San Juan Island National Historical 
Park in the State of Washington, and for 
other purposes. 


Te Wi itiintemadadnd Public Law 89-563 


National Traflic and Motor Vehicle Safety 
Act of 1966. 


Gh Ge iienaniasceanacnd Public Law 89-564 
Highway Safety Act of 1966. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released September 3, 1966 


The President’s remarks at the dedication 
of the Summersville Dam, Summersville, 
W. Va. (advance text). 


Remarks of the President at the Dallastown 
Centennial, Dallastown, Pa. (advance 
text). 


Released September 5, 1966 


The President’s remarks at Cobo Hall, De- 
troit, Mich. (advance text). 

Remarks of the President at the Battle 
Creek Sanitarium, Battle Creek, Mich. (ad- 
vance text). 


The President’s remarks at the Montgomery 
County Fair, Dayton, Ohio (advance text). 


Remarks of the President at the Fairfield 
County Fairgrounds, Lancaster, Ohio (ad- 
vance text). 


Released September 8, 1966 


The President's remarks upon signing the 
Urban Mass Transportation Act (advance 
text). 


Biography of Leo J. Cusick. 


Remarks of the President upon the arrival of 
General Ne Win of the Union of Burma 
(advance text). 


Biography of John P. Roche (Special Con- 
sultant to the President). 


Released September 9, 1966 


The President’s remarks upon signing the 
National Traffic and Motor Safety Act of 
1966 and the Highway Safety Act of 1966 
(advance text). 


Biography of William Haddon, Jr. 
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Appointments and Nominations—Continued 
Postmasters, lists.......-_. 940, 1027, 1089 
st. Lawrence Seaway Development 

Corporation, Advisory Board. 1125, 1147 
State Department, Counselor__-_-_- 899, 940 
Subversive Activities Control Board... 1089 
United Nations, Senior Air Force 

Member, Military Staff Committee. 1089 
U.S. attorneys 


I icici acct ah 1027 

WIIG annecestcscnccssnnecses 1055 
US. circuit judges 

OU. Gite naticnenatmeabeaaee 1089 

CU Giese ctciwanninnnai 1089 

TO GHie sh eeticenassndeneuane 899, 940 

CO Gait msnnaninwahimann 899, 940 


U.S. Court of Claims, associate judge. 1089 
USS. district judges 


Florida, southern district... ._-- 899, 940 
Illinois, northern and eastern dis- 
Ee re 1089 
Louisiana, eastern district....-- - 1089 
i seinen eens 1089 
Upper Great Lakes Regional Commis- 
sion, Federal Cochairman-_-_-__.-.-- 1089 
Water Pollution Advisory Board, 
iinet cticeiniineencns 1068 
Appropriations add-ons, impact------- 952 
Arco, Idaho, remarks at............... 1160 
Argentina, military takeover__--.-.--- 903 


Armed Forces 
Combat pay tax exemption for offi- 


I oa scien ts mitt man ign etme ibe 1086 
Henry J. Hoffman family (with 5 sons 
Te ee 1145 


Incentive pay for hazardous duty 
and special pay for sea duty and 


duty at certain places_-...---..---. 1020 
Postage stamp honoring----.---.---- 1002 
Savings deposits of members_--....-. 1068 
Viet-Nam. See Viet-Nam conflict. 
Army, Assistant Secretary (Research 

and Development) --.---------. 1183, 1198 
RE CONTIROMOG oo cccccccsncescsece 1130 
Asian policy of the U.S.--.-..----- 925, 960 


Aspinal, Repr. Wayne N_ 1158, 1160, 1165, 1166 
Atlantic-Pacific Interoceanic Canal 

Dewy COMIN 2... ncn depenccce 1069 
Atomic Energy Act, anniversary... 1016, 1017 
Atomic Energy Commission 


ee i EE 899, 940, 1016, 1017 
General Advisory Committee_..-.--- 1189 
Military Liaison Committee to, Chair- 
CE | Sacttiatisasioememmanenaen 1018, 1027 
National Reactor Testing Station, re- 
TRIE Ci ise nccntnmicammanan 1160 
Austin, Tex., tragedy......-.----. 1018, 1019 
Australia, Prime Minister Harold Holt_. 935, 
938 
BY, Gor. WHR cc cnc ncsaccadann 1144 


Awards and Citations 
Eighth Armored Division Association 
ee ee 1045 
Hopkins, William J., citation for work 
as Executive Clerk at the White 


WOE: Kkncccctiinmmenmimnpninee 946 
National Security Medal, Vice Adm. 
William F. Raborn, Jr............ 1081 
Balance of payments_-__-.._..-- 1049, 1142 
ee ee 1183 
Banks with Federal deposits, equal em- 
ployment cpportunity in_.....-..--- 1182 
Barbour, Sister Jane Marie_......-._- 932 
NR ING ici a ca nicci renin 932 
 earsca  C 987 


Beautification programs 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee on Rec- 


reation and Natural Beauty_-.-.--- 1191 
Jeffersonville, Ind., remarks on__---- 991 
ee |, aa 932 
Belcher, Repr. Page_--- 1158, 1165, 1170, 1172 
Bellmon, Gov. Henry_----- 1129, 1169, 1172 
mapanin, Curtis Gu... ncccun 932 
Bennett, Dr. Ivan L., Jr_-.------- 1015, 1027 
Berkeley, Dr. Marver H_.---------..--- 1135 
aris i 932 
Biemiller, Andrew...-.....--.-------- 1135 


Bill Signings 

American Legion membership, Viet- 
a a re 
American Revolution Bicentennial 


Commission, statement_-..--.---- 907 
Animal welfare bill, remarks_-...-~~- 1132 
Books for the handicapped, state- 

Ee 1018 
Claims by or against Government, 

procedures, statement__.....-.--- 957 
Federal employees disabled in line of 

Gusy, SOROS... .nnccncnnecsscas 896 
Federal Salary and Fringe Benefits 

Act of 1966, statement_-.....-.---- 951 
George Rogers Clark Historical Park, 

Vincennes, Ind., remarks_-..------ 987 
Government records and information, 

availability of, statement_-..__---- 895 


Library Services and Construction Act 
Amendments of 1966, statement_.. 958 

National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration Authorization Act, 


Fs ee cminnncnines 1026 

Screwworm, eradication of, state- 

III. pariiasiny sienna carla italiane 999 

Stockpiles of metallurgical grade 

manganese ore, statement____-.--- 

TVA revenue bond bill, remarks_-_--- 1053 
Bill vetoes. See Veto Messages. 
ROE ne irctiniciinimncticcns 1135 
Bingham, Repr. Jonathan B_----- 1103, 1106 
Bipartisan support, news conference re- 

NN OU iriiicicccnithnichnnteectemnsatintnietitainn 1177 
pa 1174 
OT, BOE CHING. ccc ccnccnncdaece 947 
CO a 1189 
ee 932 
EEE 1183 
Boerger, Lt. Col. Frank C...-..------. 1055 
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Bonneville Fower Administration, Ad- 

TEES cdcdecinticttnmemmnncn 1189 
Books for the handicapped__-..------ 1018 
Bosley, Pfc. Charles William-__....---- 988 
Bae 1112 
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I: SE We Ci tricconaees 1089 
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eS ee 933 
Brewster, Kingman, Jr-_.....--...----- 895 
BR ee 1192 
Broughton, Robert W----------------- 903 
en 933 
Brown, Gov. Edmund G. (Pat) -------- 962 
8 ee 1121, 1147 
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Budget 

Effect of Federal salary and fringe 

henefite imereage..............24-<< 952 

Impact of appropriations add-ons... 952 
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